
 

Activities 

in and around 

Barrowden 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiQx8HVrpDTAhXJCsAKHXVRBSQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.trekearth.com/gallery/Europe/United_Kingdom/England/Rutland/Barrowden/photo1459304.htm&psig=AFQjCNEeblzj7sUOVMTkxkqPjnFqAjBbEQ&ust=1491586402732759


Allotments  
The Barrowden Allotments are 
next to the recreation ground. 
Since 1908 and the first Allotment 
Act, village allotment holders have 
enjoyed the privilege and fun of 
“growing their own” and having the 
opportunity of eating fresh fruit and 
vegetables. Styles of allotment 
tending vary greatly, from neatly 
laid out patches to the wild and 

random. Building your own shed is optional but does provide an 
opportunity for unlimited self-expression. Each year, in August, 
we hold our annual BBQ at the allotments, but also invite visitors 
to view the allotments on open garden days in Barrowden. We 
are a very diverse group and warmly welcome new members. If 
you are interested, come to the allotments and talk to one of the 
allotment holders. Applications for an allotment plot can be made 
through Richard Littlejohns Clerk to Barrowden Parish Council on 
01572 748718  
 
Barrowden Bellringing Band   

St Peter’s Church has an active 

band of bell ringers. We practise 

most Wednesday evenings from 

19:30 – 21:00 and ring for all the 

major church festivals such as 

Family Communion, Benefice 

services, funerals and weddings. St 

Peter’s is a six-bell tower and 

welcomes anyone with some bell ringing experience to come 

along and meet our friendly team. We are not currently offering 

training for novices!  However, if you are interested in ringing, 

either as a beginner please come along and introduce yourself 

on a Wednesday evening and we can put you in touch  with 

various local  training options. Peter Voller 01572 747374  
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Chater Choir 
  
This is a very friendly community choir 
which welcomes men and women of 
all ages and ability, even if you can't 
sing at all but just love to join in as 
part of a group. The music is 
accompanied by piano and is 
generally middle of the road, popular 
music in the spring and Christmas 
songs and carols in the winter. There 
is no need to be able to read music  
and there are no auditions. The group 
meets once a week on a Tuesday 
evening in Edith Weston. Quite a few Barrowden residents 
attend, so car sharing is possible. Visit www.chaterchoir.org.uk if 
you would like to know more.  
 

Cinema Club  

Barrowden Cinema Club runs on the 

evening of the second Thursday of the 

month. We have shown 43 films during the 

eight years we have been running and have 

purchased our own equipment which has 

been permanently installed at the Village 

Hall. The fee for seasonal membership of the club is £15 this 

covers monthly films running from May to October inclusive. The 

membership fee covers hire of the Village Hall and an alcohol 

licence, which enables the club to serve wine before the film, also 

the licence that is needed to show the DVD. We have been able 

to build up a club library of 24 Blu-Ray DVDs and have 

purchased a basic Blu-Ray DVD player. This equipment can be 

loaned to cinema club members for a small returnable deposit. 

For more information please contact Jennifer Hughes-Nurse on 

01572 747026 or Alison Last on 0157274 
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Cricket Club  
 
Wakerley and Barrowden Cricket Club, based 
on the Recreation Ground at the top of the 
village is a very warm and welcoming village 
team, open to everyone of whatever standard, 
as long as you like to enjoy yourself. 
We play league cricket on Saturdays and 
friendlies on Sundays right through the 
summer from mid-April until mid-September. 
As the weather and daylight improve, we also 
provide outdoor training on Wednesdays from 
6.00pm.The jewel in the crown however, is the Friday evening 
junior session, from May until September at 6.30pm. 0pen to 
boys and girls from year 4 upwards.  
We have a lively social side with a licensed bar, and the pavilion 
is available for hire for parties, etc. If you would like get involved 
and savour probably the most beautiful setting for many a mile, 
then please get in touch. 
Bob White (Club Chairman) on 07803585196  
bobwhite55@btinternet.com  
 

 
Cycling 

 
If you have a bike and a cycle helmet and 
are keen to get mobile and meet like-
minded villagers, why not try out cycling 
on Sunday mornings? 
We meet at 10.00 am prompt outside the 
Barrowden Village Hall (no need to book 
or send apologies) and we set off in two 

groups - expert/keen cyclists in one direction and the leisurely 
paced group in another direction.  Both groups are normally out 
for about an hour 
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Dominoes  

The local domino team plays on a 

Tuesday night at the Old Pheasant at 

Glaston starting at 9:00 pm Several  

Barrowden residents play in this 

friendly group who are always looking 

for new players, so if you are 

interested please contact Clive 

Abbotts clive.abbotts@btinternet.com 

07796 545882 

 
 
 Ducks on the pond 

 
The village pond has homed ducks and geese 
for many years in the past. At the time of 
writing, there are two Abacot Ranger ducks 
resident on the pond. ‘Team Duck’, a small 
group of villagers look after the ducks and 

their habitat. A member of the team can often be seen feeding 
the ducks on a daily basis. The ducks are very friendly and will 
often come across to pond visitors looking for tit-bits. Please 
don't feed them bread or cooked porridge as it is not good for 
them. Raw (uncooked porridge) oats, sweetcorn, or wild bird food 
(mixed seeds) will have them, literally, eating out of your hand. 
There are small bags of duck food available free of charge in the 
village shop. It is natural for the ducks to leave the pond and 
forage at the road verges and across the village green too. With 
that in mind, please drive carefully around the pond area as the 
ducks have little road sense! If you are interested in joining 
‘Team Duck’ please get in touch with Ronnie or Valerie Fraser on 
01572 748655  
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Evergreen Club 
 
The Barrowden Evergreen Club meets every 
fortnight, generally on Thursday afternoons. In 
the winter we usually have games followed by 
tea. The games vary from dominoes to Scrabble 
and whist and bingo. The atmosphere is always 
one of enjoyment and friendship. As the long 
nights end, we plan a varied group of trips out. In 
previous years we have had canal trips, visits to 
gardens, films and tea parties in members’ 
gardens. Trips to places of local interest. In 
March there is a fundraiser to help support our 
outings. New members are always most welcome. Please come 
to a meeting as advertised in the Parish magazine or contact 
Pearl Long on 01572 747331 or Rosamund Cotton on 01572 
747182 
 

Golf 

We are very fortunate in Barrowden to be so 
near to a variety of golf clubs to suit every 
standard of player and every pocket.   
 
Luffenham Heath This is the nearest club 
and is considered to be one of the very best 

in the East Midlands. Tel: 01780 720205 
Rutland Water This Club has a 18 hole and a 9 hole course both 
of which have wonderful views over Rutland Water. Tel: 01572 
737525 
North Luffenham This is a 9 hole course situated on the army 
base that has been adapted to 18 holes with some shared 
greens. It is flat and ideal for beginners or seniors. Tel: 01780 
721960 

 

 



Lunch Club 

The Barrowden Lunch Club was 

formed in 2005 and is now in its 

twelfth year. Lunches are held 

once a month on a Thursday at 

12.45p.m. for 1p.m. in the village 

hall and they are open to all ages.  

Lunch currently costs £3.50 for a two course meal with tea or 

coffee and are cooked by a different team of four volunteers each 

month. They are very friendly and sociable occasions with lots of 

chat. Also each month there is a chance to win a free lunch for 

either the following month or a later date.  Booking is very simple 

– just telephone Janet Ball on 01572 747015 by the Sunday before 

the lunch. If, however, you would be interested in assisting with 

the cooking we would love to have you on board and if that’s the 

case please ring Daphne Lovering on 01572 747670 who would 

be very happy to give you details.   

  

Pétanque  

Pétanque in Barrowden is a very sociable 

activity played at the pub. The Rutland 

Petanque League is made up of a Premier 

League, Division One and Two and a 

North and South Division. The Barrowden 

team is called the Beach Boys Barrowden and is currently 

playing in Division One of the league, representing the Exeter 

Arms. Matches are played on a Tuesday evening and the host 

team provides supper after the game.  There are six players in 

the team for a match. The season runs from May to September 

with practice on Thursday evening 7.30pm at the Exeter Arms. 

New players are welcome to join us. Come along on a Thursday 

to find out more. For further information please contact the team 

captain Peter Coleman on 01572 747687 

 

 



Play Activities for Children 

 

 

Contact Visions Children’s Centres for up to date information 

about Stay and Play, Rhyme Time and Music and Movement 

activities at different venues in the local area. 

visions@rutland.gov.uk Tel: 01572 758383 

 

Sports Centres  

Corby - 7 miles 
 
There are 90+ classes a week on 
offer. There are five purpose built 
studios offering new and innovative 
group exercise programmes as well 

as Cardio, Strength and Conditioning, Mind and Body, Indoor 
Group Cycling and Aqua/Water.  
Tel 01536 464000 www.corby.gov.uk  
 
Oakham – 12 miles Catmose Sports Centre is a sports and 
fitness centre set in the grounds of Catmose College. The centre 
offers the residents of Rutland the opportunity to experience 
sports, health and fitness under one roof. The range of facilities 
includes a 60 station fitness suite equipped with state of the art 
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Technogym equipment; two dance studios offering a range of 
fitness and workout classes including body training systems and 
Zumba; a 25m pool with a diverse programme; an eight court 
sports hall for badminton, basketball or table tennis; a floodlit all- 
weather external pitch and a multi-use games area.  
Tel: 01572 490030 www.catmosecollege.com 
 

Uppingham - 4 miles Uppingham School has sports facilities 

and a swimming pool which are open to the public within a large 

modern sports complex. The multipurpose sports hall can be 

hired as a whole or for just one badminton court. Uppingham 

Badminton Club plays here on Tuesday night in the winter 

season. There are also tennis courts available to hire.  In addition 

there are private treatment rooms for physiotherapy, chiropody 

and osteopathy.  In the school holidays various sports classes 

are run for both children and adults. Uppingham School also runs 

a very comprehensive list of music and craft classes during the 

holidays for children and adults.  

Tel: 01572 820830 www.ussc@uppingham.co.uk 
 
Swimming  
 
There are a number of swimming 

pools in the area, most of which a 

relatively new. 

Uppingham - 4 miles 

Uppingham School has a modern 

25 metre pool within the sports complex. It has a very 

sophisticated water treatment works which means the water 

doesn't need to be chlorinated.  

Opening times vary according to whether the school is in session 

or on holiday. There are times when any member of the public 

can use the pool and other times when only members of the 
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sports centre are admitted. In any session there are two 

swimming lanes and the remaining space (six lanes) is open for 

everyone.  

There are "swim fit classes" and water aerobics.  

Corby - 7 miles 

Corby Swimming Complex houses the only 50 metre pool in the 

area. The floor in the pool can be raised and lowered in sections 

for different events and two booms are put across the pool to 

divide off, a 25 metre pool, a diving pool and a children’s pool. 

There is a separate children’s paddling pool with a water slide 

and also a therapy pool.  In addition there is a separate sauna 

and steam section of the complex which cost extra if required. 

Upstairs there is also a gym with weights and cardio equipment.  

Oakham - 12 miles 

 Based at Catmose College in Oakham, Catmose Sports 

Centre's swimming pool is 25 metres long and has four lanes. 

Activities range from Aqua Fit classes to Parent & Toddler, 

Swimming lessons to Rookie Lifeguard sessions.  

 

Stamford - 7 miles 

The Stamford School Sports Centre’s 25 metre swimming pool 

provides sporting facilities for pupils at the Stamford Endowed 

Schools as well as the wider Stamford community. There is a 

limited public membership scheme available for the swimming 

pool. In addition Stamford triathlon club train here once a week 

on a Wednesday evening.  

Stamford Leisure Pool is a municipal 25m, free form leisure pool 

with water features, wave machine, and water slide, which also 

offers all the usual swimming activities and classes 



Barnsdale, Rutland Water - 6 miles 

Barnsdale Hall Hotel Leisure Centre has a small pool. The leisure 

centre is open Monday-Friday 7.00 a.m-9.00 p.m and Saturday-

Sunday 8.00 a.m.-9.00pm.You can either join as a member of the 

gym or buy a timeshare and use the facilities free of charge.  

Peterborough - 15 miles 

There are many pools in Peterborough, the Regional Pool is the 
largest. In addition several schools have small pools and there 
are 3-4 gyms in the area which have pools that are open to 
members only.  

 

Tennis - Badminton - Table Tennis    

 

Corby - 7 Miles  

Corby Tennis Centre is an eight indoor 

and six outdoor court club. It is both a 

members’ club and a pay and play centre. 

The Tennis Centre has been awarded 

Tennis Mark + status, along with being a 

Tennis Foundation Place to Play. There is 

an LTA qualified coaching team on hand 

for all of your tennis needs, along with social tennis opportunities 

for adults. 

Corby Smash Table Tennis Centre has the best permanent 

playing facilities for table tennis in the UK. The flooring is the 

actual wood sprung flooring used for the indoor sports at the 

2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow. Lighting is excellent at 

1200-1500 lux. Tel: 01536 206375 www.corbysmashttc.co.uk 

 

 



Harringworth - 3 miles   

This sociable table tennis club meets in the village hall at 

Harringworth and is open to all. It meets on Tuesdays from 2.30-

4.00pm and on Thursdays from 5.00- 7.00 pm. Tel: 01572 

747915 or 01572 747633  

Uppingham - 4 miles  

Uppingham School has a sports hall in the Sports Complex. The 
very large multipurpose sports hall can be by hired as a whole or 
for just one badminton court. Uppingham Badminton Club play 
here on Tuesday nights in the winter season. There are also 
numerous tennis courts which are available to hire. Opening 
times vary according to whether the school is in session or on 
holiday and can be found on their web site 
www.ussc@uppingham.co.uk 
 
Volunteering in Barrowden   
 
Many people find volunteering in the local 
community is a good way to meet people 
and make new friends.  
 
Many local people volunteer to man our 
community shop, where assistance is 
always welcome. Shifts in the shop are very 
flexible and can be arranged to suit you. 
Just call in to the shop to see David Lewis the manager, for a 
chat and all the information you need. 
 
St.Peter's Church is always happy to welcome volunteers either 
in the upkeep of the fabric of the church and grounds, flower 
arranging or with duties involved in the services. Once or twice a 
year, the church organises working parties to tidy the churchyard 
and to clean the interior. Everyone is welcome to join in these 
community events. Phone the Very Reverend Christopher 

 



Armstrong on 01572 748634 or Kay Bagshaw on 01572 748797 
if you would like to know more. 
 
For those of a more energetic or outdoor disposition, Fineshade 
Woods offer good opportunities to get involved in the 
management of this local forest and nature reserve. They also 
recruit welcome volunteers and walk leaders. Please visit 
volunteering.fineshade@forestry.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

Further afield, Voluntary Action Rutland is based in Oakham and 

offers many volunteering opportunities. Visit 

www.varutland.org.uk for more information. 

 

Wakerley & Barrowden WI  

The Women's Institute (WI) was formed in 

1915 and is the largest women's voluntary 

organisation in the UK.  Wakerley & 

Barrowden WI is part of the Leicestershire 

and Rutland Federation, and meets every 

first Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm at 

Barrowden Village Hall.  Currently we have 

29 members from local villages. 

Each month we usually have a speaker and take turns in a 
supper rota, which means generally each member helps with 
refreshments once a year.  We arrange extra outings, meet other 
WIs in our Rutland Group, and attend Federation events.   
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Below are details of our forthcoming 2017 programme:  

May Resolution Meeting: an opportunity for members to set out 
policy from the grassroots up 

June Kevin McGrath will tell us about living with a tribe in 
Tanzania 

July Outing to Hambleton Bakery 

September Phillipa Massey telling us about Daniel Lambert 

October AGM 

November A Talk by Val Youngston on period textiles and clothing 
1900 – 1950s 

December Christmas Party Night 

 

In addition to the above there are extra visits or outings.  For 

example, in 2016 we visited the Rennie Mackintosh house in 

Northampton, a Sikh temple and Rockingham Castle.  

You would be most welcome to join one of our meetings as a 

visitor.  For more details, please contact Carol Harding on 01572 

747085.  
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