
Barrowden: who we are  

People have lived in Barrowden for well over a thousand 

years. In ancient times traders and travellers followed the 

River Welland and the village first grew up around the river.   

Barrowden appears in Domesday Book as a relatively 

substantial village with 66 households.  By the fourteenth 

century Barrowden was important enough to have both a 

market and a fair, although in the 15th and 16th centuries the 

village declined.    

In 1549 the manor of Barrowden was granted to Princess 

Elizabeth in the will of Henry VIII.  In 1551, she surrendered 

the patent and the manor was granted to Edward VI’s 

Secretary of State, Sir William Cecil. He was created Baron of 

Burghley by Elizabeth I in 1571. Since then the village and the 

surrounding lands have been part of the Burghley estate 

although in modern times much of the property in the village 

has been sold to private owners.    

By 1935 the village was described as ‘small’ and ‘somewhat 

straggling’, although at that time it still supported local shops 

and several pubs.   

In the 2001 census the population of the civil parish was 420, 

rising to 506 by the 2011 census. The current population is 

around 700.  

For much of the history of Barrowden, the majority of 

residents were probably born in the village or the surrounding 

area and earned their living from the land and associated 

trades. Nowadays though the population is far more varied. 

There are older residents who were born and bred in the 

village and who still live here today. There are those who have 

chosen to come from across the UK and beyond to make their 

lives in this peaceful Rutland village.  There are commuters 

and those who work from home, people who work locally and 

people who work away a good deal of the time.  A good 

number of Barrowden residents have retired here. There are 

older people who choose to remain in a village which with its 

good facilities and supportive community means they can stay 

in familiar surroundings. And we have a new generation of 

children born here for whom Barrowden will always be home.     

The story of the village in modern times, and the social 

change between the 1950s and the current century, has been 

vividly captured in a book published on the occasion of the 

Queen’s Jubilee, Barrowden: Past and Present, on sale in the 

Community Shop.  It is well worth reading for anyone new to 

the village.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/rutland/vol2/pp170-175#p3

