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Allotments Report 

This year has seen some changes in tenancies with fifteen out of the sixteen available 
plots now let, so welcome to our four new “allotmenteers” and we trust their labours will be 
fruitful.  

Anyone wishing to take on the remaining plot should contact Karen Payne on 07515 
887119. There is always plenty of help and advice from the more accomplished growers, 
this together with the swapping of plants and produce makes for a friendly and sociable 
group. 

Personally speaking, this was our first year with the allotment having not grown fruit or 
vegetables since the mid 1970’s and we managed to produce enough potatoes to see us 
through the winter, we still have runner beans and sweetcorn in the freezer and some 
successes with courgettes, peas, leeks, kale, sprouts, strawberries and raspberries during 
the year. I’m more Monty Python than Monty Don so if I can do it anyone can! 

As has been reported in earlier years we continue to support the local pigeon, mouse, 
mole, rabbit, slug and on occasions, muntjac deer communities, but overall in spite of 
suffering some crop losses I think we have all had a good year and look forward to the 
same or better in 2022/23. 

The allotment rules were revised in October; one significant change is that new tenants 
are now required to pay a £45 deposit, refundable when they relinquish their plot but only if 
it is left in a clean, tidy and manageable state.  

Neglected and vacant plots have previously presented problems with the spread of weeds, 
however, the overgrown plots were cut back last year and our thanks are extended to 
Gordon Brown for that. 

Allotment holders continue to maintain the hedges along Back Lane and wherever 
possible keep the grass pathways between plots trimmed, the cost of maintaining the 
paths via the council contractor having been considered too expensive. 

Angela Battle and her husband are still supplying us with good quality manure from their 
stables in Wakerley which is much appreciated by all. 

Terry Curtis  
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