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Wakerley Quarry Liaison Group Meeting – Notes taken by Natalia Bedzieszak  

Location: Laxton Village Hall 

Date: Wednesday 09/03/2022 

1) Introductions 

John Gough (JG) Planning Director for Mick George Limited (MGL);  

Darren Griffiths (DG) Operational Manager for MGL;  

Natalia Bedzieszak (NB) Planning Assistant for MGL;  

Phil Watson (PW) (North Northants Council Planning Officer); 

Mandy Dennis (MD) (North Northants Council Environmental Health);  

Kieran McCoach (KM) (North Northants Council);  

Helen Harrison (HH) (North Northants Council Chair);  

Simon Piggott (SP) (Wakerley Parish Meeting);  

Gordon Brown (GB) (Barrowden Parish Council);  

Andrew White (AW) (Harringworth Parish Council). 

2) Apologies  

Apologies were received from Rupert Boyle and Craig Howat 

3) Taking Minutes of the Meeting 

NB taking minutes of the meeting – all agreed  

4) Terms of Reference of the Group 

HH – agree members and contact details on the back of Agenda.  

Action - GB to circulate final version 

5) Confirm Minutes of the Meeting held 15/12/2021 

HH - most items covered by the agenda – all agreed 

6) Action points arising from previous meeting not covered in the Agenda 

HH - Most action covered by the agenda.  

HH – Site monitoring visit (HH attend site monitoring visit and happy with the 

result). 

JG – Will provide annual update figures for extraction rate by the end of March. 

Action - JG to provide 2021 mineral extraction figure  

7) Operators Update discussion 

a) Current operations on site 

DG – Nothing really changed from the last meeting. MGL are working on Phase 

B towards Fineshade Woods in a north easterly direction (as shown on the plan 

– W266 attached to these minutes).  MGL have changed the Company who are 

undertaking the blasting.  This will may result in smaller blasts than at present.  

AW – How much longer before you will be working in Phase B? 
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DG - MGL consider it will be a couple of years.  At the moment archaeological 

investigations on small part of Phase B are ongoing.  MGL are progressing 

restoration of the western sector of the site. 

b) Maintenance of sound deadening and dust suppression equipment on site, 

crushers, conveyers, etc 

GB – Questioned if equipment is maintained and if conveyer needs to have 

acoustic rather than thermal insulation which could potentially reduce a noise 

level whereas thermal insulation with its shiny surface may amplify sound.  

DG – MGL undertook a site the inspection and the Company don’t have any 

concerns.  Maintenance takes place every week. 

GB – Questioned as to the damaged rubber lining in the hopper which had been 

seen and why this had not been replaced. 

DG – Advised that it was not their plan to fit rubber lining in hoppers to reduce 

the noise of dropped stone.  

c) Update on centralised crusher plant, objectives, timescale, etc.  

DG - MGL are still investigating this as an option.  There is no current timescale 

because this is huge investment (£4.5 million).  This option would not reduce 

level of noise, but as fewer machines would be required for the same output 

and that could help to reduce noise levels.  Hopefully by the next meeting we 

will be able to provide more details. 

Action - DG to provide more details regarding new crusher when available. 

d) Light spillage towards Barrowden 

DG – The Company has found that timing settings were incorrect and have 

reduced the level of lighting around the car park which should help reduce 

impact on the village. 

Action - GB to confirm improvement 

e) Update on backfill arrangements 

DG – MGL are still continuing to backfill Phase A (as shown in plan – W266). 

HH – Has MGL submitted an application to increase the rate of backfill? 

JG – The Company has yet to submit the variation but is on our list to do.  

PW – The Council will look at the application when submitted.  The important 

issue is not to increase total HGV movements. 

AW – Referred to a small gap in the western screening mound and asked if this 

infill can reduce noise level?   

DG - will check size and investigate if the Company can do something with it.   

GB – Asked a similar question re the northern mound. 
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DG – Advised that it was not their intention to complete this works due to costs 

involved 

Action – JG to submit application to increase annual quantities of imported inert 

material 

Action - DG to check size of gaps in western mound and investigate if they can be 

infilled 

8) Consent to extend early departure hours 

a) Update on finalising of Conditions resulting from the Decision Notice 

issued 25/11/2021 

PW - Scheme was submitted but the Planners need to have a discussion with 

MD regarding the comments from Liaison Group members. 

Action - PW and MD to review submission to discharge conditions  

b) Liaison between PW and MD re independent noise monitoring 

arrangements  

PW and MD will look it into this.  

Action - PW and MD to discuss independent noise monitoring 

c)To agree specific locations 

JG – MGL agreed to amend submission of noise monitoring scheme to retain 

Wakerley Church as a monitoring location but this could affect the proposed 

extended period of time monitoring takes place at each location. It was agreed 

that there would be three core monitoring sites, Laxton, Shotley (Harringworth) 

and Barrowden with measurements alternately at Wakerley and Wakerley 

Church as only four locations could be accommodated for manned monitoring 

on a working day.  

Action - JG to amend noise monitoring scheme 

d) Provision of weather station on site 

DG – Will try and locate a weather station, considering the specification which 

GB asked for and install on site. 

SP - noted that this was a requirement of the planning permission for early 

morning HGV departures between 6am and 7am and also that these weather 

stations typically cost only a few hundred pounds.  

Action - DG to organise installation of weather station as required by planning consent 

e) Planned date for commenced of early hour departures  

JG - MGL started on Monday (7th March) at 6.00 am.  

9) Noise 

a) Report on noise measurements taken since meeting in December 
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JG – Confirmed the latest monitoring was undertaken on the 1st March 2022 

and was circulated to all parties prior to the Liaison Group meeting. 

GB- Queried whether the level of noise should be under 45 dBA, i.e. 44.9 dBA 

maximum 

JG - Disagreed  

AW - I would like someone to investigate why the level of noise is changing 

some days? Is it weather?  

GB - We need to build a clear evidence base about noise levels 

b) Clarification of noise limits and when does a breach of those limits lead to 

enforcement. What is the process? 

PW - the higher noise limit at Oak Farm, Wakerley Village at 49 dBA 1 hr LAeq 

compared to all other monitoring points (45 dBA 1hr LA eq) is due to baseline 

noise monitoring which took place around 2007. 

HH – As discussed at the last meeting, there is a feeling of mistrust regarding 

monitoring but maybe it is good idea if residents can see when monitoring is 

taking place and this can built more trust. 

MD - Went with Les (Jephson of LF Acoustics) to check monitoring and didn’t 

see any issues with the procedure.  

DG – The staff at the quarry are no longer made aware that monitoring is taking 

place.  When the report is prepared, the consultant retrospectively asks if there 

was something unusual happening onsite. 

There was a discussion whether this provided adequate independence and 

audit.  

HH - That sounds satisfactory. 

PW/JG – Agreed that the 4 Parish Council/Meetings representatives would 

observe the next set of noise measurements. 

PW – Enforcement is a judgement on expediency and reasonableness taking 

account of government guidance and circumstances relevant to the site, and 

the planning authority has to have robust evidence that the noise levels are 

regularly being breached and the company are not endeavouring to mitigate 

noise.  

 

c) Numbers of type complains received by village and month. 

SP – Some of Wakerley’s residents have given up submitting complaints as 

they feel it is pointless and NNC takes no action. 

PW – The complaints the Council recorded 

• Dec 21 - 19 Complaints covering 5 days 02/12, 06/12, 07,12, 8/12 and 

22/12 (Wakerley 12, Laxton 3, Barrowden 4) 



Draft circulated 19/4/22 

5 
 

• Jan 22 - 14 Complaints covering 6 days 06/01, 10/01, 13/01, 14/01, 

18/01, 20/01 (Wakerley 8, Laxton 6) 

• Feb 22 - 3 Complaints covering 2 days 04/02, 26/02 (Wakerley 3) 

• Mar 22 - (Up to 11/03). 2 Complaints covering 2 days 03/03, 07/03 

(Harringworth 2)  

MD – The complaints Environment Health recorded 

 

Summary Village   

 Wakerley Laxton Harringworth 

Households 3 8 1 

Complainants 4 8 1 
 

Dates Day Village 

06.01.22 Thursday Wakerley 

01.01.22 Monday Wakerley 

11.01.22 Tuesday Laxton 

13.01.22 Thursday Laxton 

17.01.22 Monday Laxton 

18.01.22 Tuesday Wakerley 

19.01.22 Wednesday Laxton 

21.01.22 Friday Laxton 

26.01.22 Wednesday Laxton 

26.02.22 Saturday Wakerley 

07.03.22 Monday Harringworth 

 

 

d) Question over the use of thermal insulation for sound deadening of 

Crusher Enclosures  

GB - Not happy about sound deadening of Crusher as the material used 

internally is thermal insulation material and not sound insulation material. 

DG- Will provide noise report of the crusher with and without the canopy fitted. 

Action - DG Will share noise report from last year 

e) Confirmation of the progress and extent of bunding on Laxton and 

Barrowden sides of site. 

DG – The bund to the south of Phase B will be constructed when the soils are 

stripped in that area.  There is no proposal to extend the northern mound. 

f) Complaints procedure for reporting noise nuisance and central email 

address for complaints  

PW – The Council have created a general email address so this can help with 

accurately recording complaints and we will all be on the same page.  
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wakerley.quarry@northnorthants.gov.uk  

GB - Will send the details of this email in the Parish newsletter. 

Action - Parish Council/Meetings to advise residents of the complaints reporting 

procedure 

 

10) Blasting Operations 

a) Report on measurement taken since last meeting 

DG - Last blast took place on 21st February.  The new company will undertake 

blasting more often but with smaller blasts although the Company will not know 

exactly which day they will undertake the blast 

b) Signage for walkers around quarry, footpath  

DG – MGL ordered signs with the appropriate information (as shown on 

picture). Sirens will remain the same as was explained at the last meeting.   

c) Any comments received regarding the blast? 

AW - One resident asked if MGL can arrange special notification for her. 

DG - Confirmed it can be arranged if details of this particular person are 

provided. 

Action – DG to provide notification to person in question. 

d) Notification process by MGL to interested parties and timescale 

DG – Changing blasting to any weekday i.e. Monday to Friday and notification 

will be sent prior to change. 

Post meeting note - A letter has been circulated to that effect to all residents on 

the usual circulation list on 10th March 2022 and a copy of that letter is attached 

to these minutes. 

e) Future Plans  

DG - If there are any changes, we will inform everyone as quick as possible. 

11) Communications to and from residents 

a) Proposal re annual publication by MGL for the benefit of the community 

around the Quarry 

JG - MGL will produce brochure by end of May along the lines that Augean 

produce. 

12) Minerals and Waste Planning Officer Update and questions 

No updates 

13) Environmental and Waste Planning Officer Update and questions  

No updates 

mailto:wakerley.quarry@northnorthants.gov.uk
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14) Other Local Community Questions 

N/A 

15) Date of Next Meeting 

07/06/2022 at 2pm in Barrowden Village Hall 


