
Email of 3 March 2022 from Sally Barlow 

Subject: The Old Mill Pond 

  
Hi Richard, 

 
 

 Although I've already set out my concerns and questions to the PC 

regarding the Old Pond, I feel I must register my disappointment with 

your article in the latest village magazine. .  
 In my view it was very misleading inferring that although Burghley owns 

the land, the village owns the Pond and is responsible for it.  
 
 

 You invited villagers to comment on the future of the Pond and 
essentially gave just two options - to choose whether it should be filled in, 

or for the village to bear costs for its   future maintenance. (Although we 
have no idea of the scale of such costs.) Surely these are not the issues 

which need addressing ? There are more options 
available.....but  dependent upon Burghley's intentions. 

 
 The Pond and land are owned by Burghley. The Village can't decide 

whether or not it's filled in, left to become overgrown and stagnate, or is 
actively maintained as a healthy and  attractive natural feature. That's for 

Burghley to decide - but the PC / village can try to steer them to commit 
to some regular maintenance e.g cutting back growth, repairing 

the  retaining wall, stopping it stagnating.  
 
 

 I know the issue has been complicated by the fact that the PC obtained a 
grant several years ago for a solar powered pump to try to prevent the 

Pond stagnating.  

 I've already asked why this was done when the Village don't own it, but 
have had no explanation.  

 
 

 I'm also concerned to hear that the PC can't seem to find the legal 

documentation entered into both for the Grant and for the equipment to 
be placed on Burghley's land.  

 I'm told it's because of this that the Village is now apparently committed 
to future maintenance costs for the pump.  

 Isn't this what Villagers should be made aware of and asked to comment 
on ? Whether to abandon the pump now as it's no longer effective, or to 

commit to ongoing future costs    - but only if Burghley commit to do their 
part in maintaining the area.  My vote would be for the former option as 

we don't own the Pond. 



 
 Unless Villagers are given the facts before being invited to comment the 
responses will be worthless. I'm sure that if other residents knew that the 

Pond is owned by Burghley -   not  the Village - the "option" of 
committing us to ongoing costs for pumps, panels and as you suggest 

future dredging (!) would not be popular. (I'd also like to suggest that 

the   PC also uses the village email when asking residents for their 
views on things - only a minority of people subscribe to the magazine.....) 

 
 

 In conclusion, I reiterate my suggestion that the PC continue dialogue 

with Burghley on the lines that:- 

- the pump is no longer working,  

- the PC need to decide what to do about this, e.g whether or not it's 
economically viable to inspect / repair it. 

- such decision can't be made without knowing what Burghley's future 
plans are for the Pond i.e. will they commit to its future maintenance / 

clearing out, or will it continue to   deteriorate ? 

- the PC / villagers are very willing to discuss the options for the future as 

it's an important area of the Village and there may be volunteers willing 
to help with practical work on  the ground. 

 
 

 You'll no doubt all be pleased to hear that I won't send you any more 
emails on this topic, but now wait quietly on the sidelines and see what 

transpires..... 
 
 

 kind regards, 
 
 

 Sally Barlow 

 
 
 


