
Email of 19.03.19 from S. Kidd re RCC Tree Inspection Service 
 
 
 
Good afternoon Richard,  
  
I have visited and had a brief look at the trees contained within the areas highlighted in orange, 
(of the attached plan). I have estimated the time it is likely to take to assess the trees and 
produce Barrowden Parish Council a report. The quote for the tree inspection service would be 
£496.06 (Exc. VAT). 
  
The advantages of using RCC, over many competitors, is that we make no financial gain in 
recommending tree cutting and felling operations. This means that you can have confidence that 
the work we recommend is based on arboricultural expertise. In fact, all work will be rated on a 
priority level that shows the client if the work is essential or merely desirable.  
  
Most of our tree work recommendations are based on trees that pose a legal nuisance including 
those that are obstructing roads, street lights, damaging private property etc.. However, the 
most important element of having your tree stock inspected is to assess the level of risk those 
trees present. To determine this level of risk, we use QTRA (Quantified Tree Risk Assessment), 
which I am a licensed as an advanced user.  
  
In my professional opinion, QTRA exceeds all other forms of risk assessment and this is why I 
have continued to use it for several years. QTRA accepts that all trees present risk but this is 
often exceeded by the number of benefits they provide. QTRA considers a number of factors 
including land usage, size of tree, and the probability of failure. These are then calculated to give 
the odds of harm being caused (e.g. 1 in 400,000). This figure is then used to conclude how 
much is financially reasonable to spend to reduce the (assessed) risk. The result of using QTRA, 
against all other known methods, is that less tree work is recommended meaning lower 
expenses in tree cutting and higher tree retention.  
  
Another advantage of using RCC to assess the trees is our database. We would store the details 
of the trees upon our system, which means we have a quick resource tool to revisit the data at 
any stage. This allows us to inform you how the tree count, diversity, health, and canopy 
coverage has changed over the course of the years we are used.  
  
Although we have no financial incentive to recommend tree cutting operations, we appreciate 
that clients prefer to have a price for work identified. Therefore we have made an agreement 
with our tree surgery contractor, George Walker Tree Care, to provide an non-obligatory cost of 
using them to complete the recommended work. NB: this cost is the contractor’s fee only and 
Rutland County Council would receive no commission.  
  
Please contact us if the quote is of interest to you and we can arrange a mutually beneficial date 
to undertake the assessment.  
  
Kind regards,   
  
  
Stuart  
  
Forestry Officer 
Rutland County Council  
 


