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1.0 Introduction 
 
Barrowden Village Hall Committee has been successful at securing Awards for All funding to help 
establish a plan for future provision of community facilities in Barrowden. It is acknowledged that the 
Village Hall, built in 1927, is now approaching the end of its life and it is recognised that not all 
community needs necessarily have to be met in one place. In 2017, the Village Hall Committee 
appointed Focus Consultants to assist in delivering the project.  
 
Barrowden is a small village in rural Rutland with an ageing population and a relatively large proportion 
of economically inactive retirees.  
 
The village hall continues to be a valuable asset to the village. Currently the hall is hired on a regular 
basis by a wide variety of village groups for a diverse range of activities as well as hosting the Women’s 
Institute, seniors and toddlers’ clubs, as well as the Parish Council. There is also a keep fit class which 
takes place weekly. The village hall continues to improve and this is reflected in the increase in usage 
over the last few years. The village hall itself is a registered charity and is managed by its own 
committee. It has an entertainment’s license and in addition is licensed for cinema and stage plays.  
 
The Committee is committed to sustaining and enhancing the provision of activities in Barrowden and 
we recognise that the village hall could be improved to meet the medium and long term needs of the 
community. In the last few years the hall has been refurbished and purposed exclusively as a hire venue 
for community groups and private parties. A new kitchen was fitted and an extensive refurbishment 
programme has been undertaken, although the consensus is that it needs refurbishing again. This 
included a thorough redecoration, refurbishment of the toilet facilities, new flooring and supplementary 
heating has been installed in the main hall. In addition, there is a ramp which enables easy access for 
those with disabilities or children in prams.  
 
The Awards for All Grant  
 
An outline of the work completed for the ‘Barrowden on the Move’ Awards for All grant can be found in 
Appendix 1.  
 
To understand the community needs it is important to consider the strategic and economic context of 
the village and its surrounding area. It is necessary to establish what the village needs are before 
developing the solutions to meet those identified needs. The intention is then to develop options and 
prioritise activities to produce a realistic Community Facilities Plan before moving on to consider 
fundraising.  
 
In order to understand the community needs, a survey and consultation process was carried out and 
we would like to thank everyone for their assistance in undertaking this project. The following issues 
were addressed: 
 
• What community activities do people currently do and what would the impact be if existing facilities 

in Barrowden were no longer available 
• What community activities residents would like to do that they can’t do currently in Barrowden 
• What is preventing them from taking part in activities that they would like to participate in. 
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• Whether people think there are any needs in the village or surrounding area that aren’t currently 
being met 

• Whether there are any particular groups of people in the community which aren’t well catered for in 
the village 

• What people think the needs will be in the future in terms of community provision 
• What community facilities are available in surrounding villages and what do they offer. 
 
The project also aims to raise the capacity of the Village Hall Committee by working alongside a 
consultant to analyse and understand the findings of the consultation, so the Committee is better placed 
to understand the needs of the community and identify a way forward for the village hall.  
 
This report is presented is in three parts: 
 
• Part 1:  Needs Analysis 
• Part 2:  Options Analysis 
• Part 3:  Conclusions and Recommendations. 
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Part 1:  Needs Analysis 
 
1.1 About Barrowden 
 

Barrowden is a village and civil parish in the county of Rutland 
in the East Midlands of England. The population of the civil 
parish was 506 at the 2011 census. The village facilities 
include a church, a village hall, a doctor’s surgery and 
pharmacy, a community shop, a mobile library, a recreational 
field with cricket club, and a pub. The village has suffered from 
a lack of and recently a loss of services.  There is no longer a 
permanent post office in the village – a community shop took 
its place in 2009 and is run by volunteers alongside a paid 

manager. The village is located approximately 8 miles from Stamford and 7.5 miles from Oakham.  
 
As a rural settlement, the importance of local activities and services for residents to avoid social isolation 
is particularly crucial, especially amongst the youngest and oldest residents who are most likely to suffer 
from rural isolation. There is a limited bus service that passes through Barrowden, servicing Stamford, 
Uppingham, Cottesmore and Peterborough, restricting accessibility to community and social 
engagement opportunities outside the village. The village had been served by the Wakerley and 
Barrowden railway station in the neighbouring parish, but the line ceased in 1966.  
 
Ketton ward closely resembles the average household in England in terms of employment levels. The 
area has a higher proportion of economically inactive retired residents (8.6%) than the national average 
(4.9%). Demographic data also suggests that the majority (62.9%) of employed residents work in a 
professional/managerial capacity compared with the figure for England (40.9%). This reflects the 
countywide correlation between residents and higher levels of education.  
 
As a rurally isolated community, the project leaders recognise the need for activities which promote 
social cohesion and tackle isolation. Currently the hub of such activities is the village hall.  
 
Activities in Barrowden (*at the village hall) – frequency (approximate attendees) 
 
• Allotments 
• Bellringing Band, St Peter’s Church 
• Chater Choir, Edith Weston 
• *Cinema Club – monthly Oct-May (45) 
• *Pilates – weekly (6) 
• Cricket Club, Recreation Ground and Pavilion  
• *Cycling Club 
• Dominoes Club, Glaston 
• *Evergreen Club – bi-monthly (14) 
• *Scottish Country Dancing – weekly (17) 
• *Bridge Drive 
• Golf, Luffenham 
• *Fitness Training – weekly (12) 
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• *Lunch Club – monthly (45) 
• Petanque, The Exeter Arms 
• *Heritage Lectures 
• Vision’s Children’s’ Centres - various 
• Sports Centres, Corby (7 miles), Uppingham (4 miles) 
• *Art Club - monthly 
• *Wakerley and Barrowden WI – monthly (33) 
• *Social Evenings  
• *Drama. 
 
The village hall provides alternative services on occasion including: as a polling centre for local and 
General Elections.  
 
1.2 Profile of the Local Area 
 

A socio-economic analysis for Barrowden has been undertake to provide contextual information, as well 
as highlighting any particular relevant issues and identifying areas of need, to inform future community 
activity needs which Barrowden Village Hall could help to address. It is based on data from a range of 
sources including Nomis, Rutland County Council Evidence Base and the Office of National Statistics 
(ONS), although it is important to note that these sources use data from the 2011 Census, which is the 
most up to date information currently available.  
 
Figure A shows the location of the Parish of Barrowden, the pink shaded area, in relation to the nearest 
larger settlements: Uppingham, Stamford and Oakham.  
 
Figure A: Barrowden in relation to Stamford and Oakham.  
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1.2.1  Resident Population, Age and Ethnicity 
 
According to the 2011 Census, the Parish of Barrowden had a population of 506. The age profile of 
these residents is shown in Table 1. 
 

Table 1: Age (2011) 

  
Barrowden 

(Parish) 
Ketton Rutland East Midlands England 

All residents 506 (100%) 2,829 (100%) 37,369 (100%) 4,533,222 (100%) 53,012,456 (100%) 

Age 0 to 4 24 (4.8%) 124 (4.4%) 1,854 (5%) 270,174 (6%) 3,318,449 (6.3%) 

Age 5 to 7 14 (2.8%) 103 (3.6%) 1,129 (3.0%) 151,534 (3.3%) 1,827,610 (3.4%) 

Age 8 to 9 11 (2.2%) 69 (2.4%) 721 (1.9%) 96,030 (2.1%) 1,145,022 (2.2%) 

Age 10 to 14 34 (6.7%) 198 (7.0%) 2,352 (6.3%) 264,538 (5.8%) 3,080,929 (5.8%) 

Age 15 5 (1.0%) 31 (1.1%) 630 (1.7%) 56,179 (1.2%) 650,826 (1.2%) 

Age 16 to 17 16 (3.2%) 75 (2.7%) 1,434 (3.8%) 114,815 (2.5%) 1,314,124 (2.5%) 

Age 18 to 19 9 (1.8%) 47 (1.7%) 831 (2.2%) 124,920 (2.8%) 1,375,315 (2.6%) 

Age 20 to 24 11 (2.2%) 60 (2.1%) 1,740 (4.7%) 307,676 (6.8%) 3,595,321 (6.8%) 

Age 25 to 29 17 (3.6%) 76 (2.7%) 1,907 (5.1%) 278,581 (6.1%) 3,650,881 (6.9%) 

Age 30 to 44 76 (15.0%) 463 (16.4%) 6,686 (17.9%) 895,538 (19.8%) 10,944,271 (20.6%) 

Age 45 to 59 122 (24.1%) 580 (20.5%) 7,521 (20.1%) 908,888 (20%) 10,276,902 (19.4%) 

Age 60 to 64 57 (11.3%) 237 (8.4%) 2,715 (7.3%) 291,401 (6.4%) 3,172,277 (6%) 

Age 65 to 74 68 (13.4%) 395 (14.0%) 4,218 (11.3%) 414,713 (9.1%) 4,552,283 (8.6%) 

Age 75 to 84 27 (5.3%) 213 (7.5%) 2,530 (6.8%) 256,569 (5.7%) 2,928,118 (5.5%) 

Age 85 to 89 10 (2.0%) 91 (3.2%) 719 (1.9%) 67,862 (1.5%) 776,311 (1.5%) 

Age 90 and over 5 (1%) 67 (2.4%) 382 (1.0%) 33,804 (0.7%) 403,817 (0.8%) 

Source: ONS 

 
As is shown in Table 1, c.24% of all residents in Barrowden are aged 45 to 59, compared to 20.5% in 
Ketton and 19.4% of adults nationally. 33.0% of Barrowden’s population is also over 60, compared to 
the national average of 22.4%. This shows that Barrowden has an older population above that of the 
national trend. The area hosts just 104 people under the age of 18. There is also a smaller proportion 
of residents aged between 18 and 24 than the surrounding countywide area.  
 
The population projections for Rutland are shown in Table 2, showing how services and facilities will 
have to continue to cater to a growing population, which is projected to reach 46,400 by 2033.  
 
The table below details the county’s population projections between 2015 and 2022 and clearly 
demonstrates that Rutland has an ageing population; whereas the number of people aged between 0 
to 15 is projected to increase by 6.2% (compared to 6.3% nationally) and those aged between 16 and 
49 is set to decline by 5.3% by 2022 (compared to 1.5% nationally), the number of people aged 65 and 
over is projected to increase by 15.7%. England’s population over the age of 65 is projected to increase 
by 12.2% in the same time period. The proportion of Rutland residents who are aged over 65 is 
projected to increase from 23.8% to 27.0%.  
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Table 2: Population Projections in Rutland 
 Total Aged 0-15 Aged 16-24 Aged 25-49 Aged 50-64 Aged 65+ 

2015 37,935 6,469 22,418 10,916 7,593 9,049 

2016 37,966 6,450 22,266 10,799 7,682 9,250 

2017 38,000 6,574 21,943 10,655 7,749 9,484 

2018 38,087 6,669 21,719 10,585 7,832 9,699 

2019 38,198 6,771 21,531 10,531 7,899 9,896 

2020 38,389 6,827 21,516 10,419 8,011 10,046 

2021 38,581 6,858 21,470 10,254 8,081 10,253 

2022 38,782 6,871 21,441 10,133 8,104 10,469 

Source: Nomis 
 
The ethnic profile of Barrowden is predominantly white (99.6%), with just 0.2% identifying as 
Mixed/Multiple ethnic groups. Ketton and Rutland have a similar make-up. This is less diverse than the 
85.4% national average of the population identifying itself as white. 
 

Table 3: Ethnicity (2011) 

 Barrowden 
(Parish) 

Ketton Rutland 
East 

Midlands 
England 

White 504 2,780 36,301 4,046,356 45,281,142 

Mixed/Multiple Ethnic Groups 1 30 389 86,224 1,192,879 

Asian/Asian British 0 11 365 293,423 4,143,403 

Black/African/Caribbean/Black British 0 7 251 81,484 1,846,614 

Other Ethnic Group 1 1 63 25,735 548,418 

Source: Nomis 

 
1.2.2 Employment and Economic Activity 
 
Table 4 details the levels of economic activity and inactivity at a parish, ward, county, region and national 
level. Data has been collated for all residents between the ages of 16 and 75. Within Barrowden, 67.0% 
of the population are economically active, which is distinctly similar to that in Ketton (67.1%), although 
marginally lower than Rutland (69.4%) and England (69.9%). Barrowden (33.5%%) and the surrounding 
county (38.1%) and region (38.8%) have a higher proportion of those in full-time employment compared 
with the much lower national figure of just 18.6%. There is further variation in the structure of 
employment as Barrowden has almost double the percentage of those categorised as self-employed 
(17.8%) than the surrounding area and England more generally (9.8%).  
 
Barrowden and Ketton more generally are distinctive in terms of their resident retired population which 
stands at over 20%, considerably higher than both the national average (13.7%) and the figure for the 
East Midlands (15.0%). 
 
The relative affluence of the Parish is reflected in the comparably low number of residents considered 
unemployed (1.6%), especially in relation to the national statistic (4.4%). In addition, the rate of claiming 
any benefit is more than 10% lower in Barrowden than the national average, suggesting higher salaries 
than the average in the area.  
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Table 4: Employment and Economic Activity (2011) 

  
Barrowden 

(Parish) 
Ketton Rutland 

East 
Midlands 

England 

Economically Active 67.0% 67.1% 69.4% 69.3% 69.9% 

Economically Active: In Employment 63.8% 64.9% 67.0% 61.8% 62.1% 

Economically Active: Part-time  12.5% 14.0% 14.2% 14.4% 13.7% 

Economically Active: Full-time 33.5% 34.1% 38.1% 38.8% 18.6% 

Economically Active: Self-employed 17.8% 14.3% 12.4% 8.7% 9.8% 

Economically Active: Unemployed 1.6% 2.2% 2.4% 4.2% 4.4% 

Economically Active: Students 1.6% 2.5% 2.2% 3.3% 3.4% 

Economically Inactive 33.0% 32.9% 30.7% 30.7% 30.1% 

Economically Inactive: Retired 20.5% 21.8% 16.9% 15.0% 13.7% 

Source: Nomis 

 
1.2.3 Health 
 
Data compiled from the 2011 Census finds that the proportion of Barrowden residents rating their health 
as ‘very good’ is more than the national average. Moreover, the percentage of residents rating their 
health as ‘very bad’ is considerably lower than that of the national average. The Health Profile of 
residents in Rutland (Department of Health, 2017) shows that the area is generally better than the 
England average, illustrated in particular by the higher percentage of physically active adults (69.1%) 
than in England more broadly (64.9%). Obesity is less endemic in Rutland as it is in England, and life 
expectancy at birth is higher in both Rutland males (81.8yrs) and females (85.2yrs) than the respective 
national figures (79.5yrs and 81.3yrs).  
 
However, the county suffers from a prevalence for smoking in adults, and marginally higher levels of 
both recorded diabetes and infant mortality than the rest of the country. Proportionately, Rutland is also 
in danger with regards to the substantially higher number of people killed and seriously injured on roads 
(70.1 per 100,000) than in both the East Midlands (42.1) and England (39.7).  
 
1.2.4  Deprivation 
 
Using the Indices of Deprivation 2015 data, detailed local information provided at the Lower Super 
Output Area (LSOA) level can be examined. LSOA’s are areas that are smaller than wards, and so help 
to provide a more detailed analysis of deprivation at a more local level. At district level, just 4.3% of the 
LSOA’s in Rutland are within the 50% most deprived nationally, and most district neighbourhoods 
(30.4%) fall into the 20% least deprived nationally. Barrowden falls within an LSOA which is ranked 
within the 30% least deprived neighbourhoods in the country. This is reflected in the figures for violent 
crime and violent offences which are nearly one-third of the national average.  
 
In regards to barriers to housing and services however, Barrowden is within the 10% most deprived 
LSOA’s in England. The Barriers to Housing and Services Domain measures the physical and financial 
accessibility of housing and local services. The Halifax Rural Areas Quality of Life Survey 2015 
contended that average house prices in Rutland were 6.7 times the average annual pre-tax local 
income, compared to the national average of 6.2. This results in concealed pockets of deprivation and 
housing affordability problems given the high house prices.  
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Barrowden also suffers in its standing in the 10% most deprived LSOA’s in England regarding 
geographical barriers which relates to the physical proximity of local services. The quality of housing in 
the district is also ranked in the 50% most deprived districts in the country. Improving the facilities within 
Barrowden will help to alleviate some of this deprivation, as well as improve the options for nearby 
LSOA’s which are equally deprived.   
 
Barrowden’s IMD 2015 Deprivation score of 9.6 considerably less than the average score for England 
(21.8). The number of children in low income families (under 16s) is just 8.5% compared to 19.1% in 
the East Midlands and 20.1% in England.  
 
The village has some precedent for seeking to ameliorate the difficulties associated with the 
accessibility of housing. Having identified a need for affordable housing in the village, in 2008, Rutland 
County Council granted the permission for 7 houses and bungalows to be constructed under the 
auspices of a ‘Rural Exception Scheme’.  
The scheme aimed to increase and sustain the local availability of affordable social housing and to 
promote the independence of older people in Rutland. 4 of the homes were let at affordable rents while 
3 were sold on a shared ownership basis, helping to tackle barriers to housing for first time buyers within 
the village. 
 
1.2.5 Transport 
 
Local transport is especially pertinent in Rutland due to the rurality and size of the area. The density of 
the area represents less than one person per hectare and Rutland has been classed as the most rural 
county or unitary authority in England and Wales (2015) with a high proportion of land in agricultural 
use. The Local Transport Plan published by the County Council recognises that Rutland has an 
underdeveloped transport infrastructure. As a result, local communities have had to be self-reliant, with 
parish and town councils providing services such as playing fields or play areas, which are frequently 
provided by county councils elsewhere.  
 
Barrowden itself is void of any rail links, although the county’s predominant market town Oakham has 
direct rail links to the east coast main line and Stansted Airport and Birmingham to the west. A new 
station opened in Corby in 2009 and allowed the first direct service from Oakham to London St Pancras. 
 
The uniqueness of Rutland is apparent in the provision of local bus services. There is only one 
commercial bus route operating within the County with all of the other service routes attracting some 
level of subsidy from the Council. In all likelihood, core routes will never be completely commercially 
viable and therefore will always be dependent on subsidy funding. Bus frequencies are few and far 
between, running on average every 2 hours with a single service prior to 9am and a final service at 
around 6pm. Barrowden is served by a singular bus stop. There are 2 Monday-Saturday services, the 
46 Callconnect bus runs through Barrowden on the Stamford to Cottesmore route, and the number 12 
runs through between Stamford and Uppingham. The number 47 service provides a once a day route 
from Barrowden to Peterborough, but not at weekends.  
 
There are no Sunday bus services, and no routes running after 6:30pm, which leaves little option for 
those without private transport to leave the village to participate in activities in the evenings or 
weekends. Rutland also has an ageing population.  
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A greater proportion of the population will lose their ability or desire to drive and will become more 
dependent on public transport. The Rutland Travel Survey 2016 received many comments regarding 
the inconveniency of the buses on offer, while also frustrated at them not running at required times, and 
not going where they are needed.  
 
Rutland has high levels of car ownership – with only 14% non-car ownership. Although there are 
continual efforts to improve public transport as well as cycling and pedestrian facilities, there is a high 
level of car dependence and commuting with 40% of Rutland residents who travel to work going out of 
the county to work. Moreover, ownership of two or more vehicles per household runs above the national 
average in Rutland, alluding to the challenges presented without a car for each adult.  
 
1.2.6  Summary 
 
• The annual Halifax Rural Areas Quality of Life Survey 2015 determined Rutland to be the best rural 

place to live in Britain. Residents’ good health, rate of employment and weather were among the 
many attributing factors to this award. Over 96% of residents reported good or fairly good health, 
while weekly earnings averaged a high £626. The county enjoys one of the lowest crime rates in the 
country, and an adult population which is among the happiest, satisfied and content in Britain, 
according to the ONS survey on national well-being.  

 
• This data provides a snapshot analysis of what the situation is within Barrowden, highlighting any 

specific issues and areas of need for the village which improved provision at the village hall could 
help to address. These quality-of-life assurances do however mask the severe rurality and 
detachment facing residents in Barrowden. The attractive rural nature of the area gives rise to its 
own problems such as the high cost of housing and difficulties in access to services due to the 
dispersed pattern of settlement.  

 
• It is situated in a LSOA ranked in the 10% most deprived LSOA’s in England regarding barriers to 

housing and services, and geographical barriers which relates to the physical proximity of local 
services. The area is rurally isolated with very limited access to public transport. There is a lower 
than average proportion of economically active people in the village, suggesting that many are 
potentially isolated in the village during traditional working hours.  

 
• The Parish of Barrowden has an older population that the East Midlands as a whole, with this trend 

set to continue over the coming years. 20.5% of residents are retired, significantly above the national 
average of 13.7%. The parish also has a slightly above average proportion of the population aged 
10-14 and 16-17 years. The village will need to be able to cater for the requirements of young people 
and potentially more elderly residents in the future as well as those at the current time.  

 
• Barrowden suffers from the familiar problems of such rural areas, including isolation and difficulty 

accessing services. For many local people, particularly the younger and older generations, the 
village hall is the only accessible source of recreational, leisure and social activities.  
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1.3 Other Local Provision  
 
A community facility review was undertaken to identify the services and facilities offered at community 
venues in surrounding villages within a 7.5-mile radius of Barrowden Village Hall. The other facilities 
considered have a similar offer to what the Committee hope to achieve for Barrowden - an attractive 
space to hire, as well as providing a range of regular activities for local people. The existence of these 
venues was established through desk top research and community consultation.  
 
1.3.1 Other Nearby Facilities  
 
Table 5: Other Local Provision 

Name Address 

Distance 
from 

Village 
Hall 

Facilities / Services 

Wing Village 
Hall 

Morcott 
Road, Wing, 
Oakham 
LE15 8SA 

3.8 miles The building comprises a 90-seat hall complete with 
stage, a small hall and additional office which is rented 
for village coffee mornings. On-site facilities include wi-
fi, a tea and coffee bar, fully equipped kitchen, 2 
changing rooms and 4 toilets. Outside there is parking 
available and the hall sits adjacent to the village playing 
field and playground. The hall can be hired for £10-
12/hr. Regular activities hosted range from line dancing 
and Pilates to under 5s singing and the WI. The 
Committee runs some film nights and plays.   

King's Cliffe 
Memorial 
Hall 

Eagle Lane, 
King's Cliffe, 
Peterborough 
PE8 6XD 

3.9 miles The hall and meeting room plays host to various 
activities: yoga, weaving, private parties, 
weekly/monthly Sunday Teas organised by the 
Committee. Much of the lower flower is leased by the 
Underground Youth Club. The hall further provides 
space for one-off events, such as the Annual Produce 
Show, the Harvest Lunch, a jumble sale, committee 
meetings and a Christmas Fair. The hall underwent a 
remodelling in 2015 including a separate kitchen, office 
alterations and a new toilet.   

Tinwell 
Village Hall 

Tinwell, 
Stamford 
PE9 3UF 

5.2 miles The hall, relatively modern, was built in 1996. The 
community facility has a well-equipped kitchen and 
large car park, serving as a popular venue for weekly 
classes ranging from computing and art to Pilates and 
fitness training. It can be booked for weddings, funerals 
and one-off talks and meetings. Other users include a 
dance group and the local geology society.   
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Table 5: Other Local Provision 

Name Address 

Distance 
from 

Village 
Hall 

Facilities / Services 

Woodnewton 
Village Hall 

Orchard 
Lane, 
Woodnewton, 
Peterborough 
PE8 5EE 

6.4 miles The modern hall comprises a main hall which holds up 
to 200 people standing and 100 sitting, a meeting room 
and kitchen with cooking facilities with a serving hatch 
to the main hall. The hall opens to a large car park and 
the village park which has a football pitch, zip wire and 
play equipment. The hall has heating and wi-fi 
throughout. The hall stages one-off events such as 
bingo, fireworks and a dog show, very occasionally.   

Exton Village 
Hall 

Oakham 
Road, 
Oakham 
LE15 8AP 

7.0 miles The venue hosts weekly yoga, stretch and arts clubs, 
as well as a monthly scale modellers' club and one-off 
flower shows. The facility comprises 2 function rooms 
and a well-equipped kitchen, while being heated 
throughout. The kitchen has serving hatches to both 
rooms. Tables, chairs and crockery are all available for 
hire for £0.20-1 each, while room rates fetch £4-8 per 
hour with various add-ons available. National Lottery 
funding provided a new kitchen and wall coverings in 
2016 to allow for coffee mornings and suppers.   

Rockingham 
Village Hall 

Main Street, 
Rockingham, 
Market 
Harborough 
LE16 8TG 

7.3 miles The hall consists of large ground floor space with 
viewing balcony, a meeting room, kitchen with serving 
hatch, refurbished toilets, tables, chairs and an outdoor 
park with children's play facilities and picnic tables. The 
hourly rate for hire is £20/hr and Wi-Fi, projector and a 
screen can be rented for an additional fee. The 11m tall 
ceiling allows for a weekly badminton club, while other 
activities offered are Zumba, a coffee club, film shows, 
and annual dog and flower shows.   

 
There is no community facility within almost 4 miles of Barrowden, with the nearest local provisions 
located in Wing and King’s Cliffe. All of the listed facilities are potentially difficult to reach for residents 
without their own private transport. For example, the nearest, Wing Village Hall, has no direct public 
transport links to Barrowden and requires either connecting buses or a considerably long walk along 
unlit rural road. There is a minimal offer of provisions on the whole within a 7.5m-mile radius even for 
residents with transport which is in part due to Barrowden’s rural location. The facilities detailed 
comprise similar offers, providing affordable hire space for local groups, often hosting weekly classes 
or activities plus larger scale one-off events and shows. All can accommodate functions requiring 
catering, and each is equipped with furniture, wi-fi and some have presentation equipment.  
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1.3.2 Summary 
 
In considering the necessity of an improved community facility in Barrowden, it is appropriate to 
understand the geographical challenge posed by such rurality. Rutland boasts just 2 market towns – 
Oakham and Uppingham – in which education, community, shopping, travel, health and leisure facilities 
are almost exclusively concentrated. Beyond Rutland’s borders, Stamford lies just outside the county 
boundary, providing a range of facilities and acting as a service centre for many on the eastern side of 
Rutland. The nearest supermarket of any description is 8 miles away in Stamford (Waitrose). 
 
Barrowden itself is void of many community facilities. There are commercial cinemas in Corby (Savoy) 
and Peterborough (Showcase) and a regular programme of films at Stamford Arts Centre. Barrowden 
has its own monthly film club hosted at the village hall. The community shop currently stands as a 
meeting place in the village and serves coffee and homemade cakes for this purpose. Barrowden does 
not host its own permanent library provision; instead, a mobile library carrying books and DVDs visits 
fortnightly, in 20-minute stints at 3 locations. The nearest permanent libraries are at Ketton, Uppingham 
and Oakham, while the closest pharmacy is in Uppingham.  
 
Without a village hall which can provide a place for all the community many of the residents could suffer 
from social isolation. However, it is important to recognise that there is other community provision and 
any future proposals for the village hall should where possible add to the existing offer locally rather 
than significantly duplicating. Although most of the neighbouring halls have similar offers in the shape 
of coffee mornings and weekly clubs, few offer sporting activities, and none are within walking distance.  
 
1.4 Strategic Context 
 
This section assesses the key policy context locally and nationally to ensure any proposal for future 
community provision in Barrowden aligns with key policy drivers.  
 
1.4.1 Barrowden Chairman’s Parish Council Report 2015-16 
 
The Chairman’s Report on the year ending 31st December 2015 gives a general overview of what has 
taken place throughout the year in Barrowden. Within the report, the chairman details a vision of sorts: 
“The main purpose of Barrowden Parish Council is to serve the needs of the community in the best way 
that seems possible. We are working hard to be a team committed to the wellbeing of many aspects of 
community life.” Although not directly referencing the village hall at this early stage, there is a consistent 
determination within the Parish Council to improve community life.  
 
To this end, the village hall directly aligns with the broad objective to serve the needs of the community 
in the best way possible.  
 
1.4.2 Rutland County Council: Core Strategy 2011-2026 
 
The Core Strategy outlines the vision, objectives and spatial strategy for Rutland and defines the 
strategic policies for the Local Development Framework. The vision is based on those set out in the 
Sustainable Communities Strategy and the Council’s “20 Year Vision for Rutland”.  
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Part of the lengthy vision is a determination that “By 2026 Rutland will have become a more sustainable, 
safer, healthier and more inclusive place to live, work and visit. The attractiveness, vitality and prosperity 
of Rutland’s towns, villages and Countryside would have been enhanced”. The vision further defines a 
series of relevant objectives: 
 
• “People from all sections of the community will have been provided with access to homes, jobs and 

services, more of the county’s younger and working age population will have been retained and the 
needs of the elderly will have been better met”. 

• “The vision for the villages is to have diverse and thriving communities where planned and carefully 
managed development will have taken place to ensure that sufficient jobs and homes are provided 
for local people”. 

 
Although Barrowden isn’t named directly as a ‘larger local service centre’, it forms part of the county’s 
rural communities. To this end, the vision outlines a number of relevant strategic objectives: 
 
• Healthy and socially inclusive communities: “To support healthy and thriving communities by 

protecting existing facilities and providing high quality local, accessible and diverse opportunities for 
leisure, recreation, sport, natural green space and cultural activities in order to address the needs of 
all groups in Rutland, including disadvantaged and vulnerable groups”. 

• Diverse and thriving villages: “To develop diverse and thriving villages by encouraging sustainable 
development where it supports the role of the larger villages as “service hubs” for the smaller villages 
and meets local needs in the smaller villages and maintains and improves their vitality and viability”.  

 
The rurality of Barrowden and the desire to provide facilities that match the needs of the community 
directly align with the immediate local strategies concerning the spatial framework. The Strategy puts a 
genuine emphasis on developing the sustainability of rural areas and nurturing their resources. 
Specifically, the Strategy supports the notion of ‘service hubs’ and the provision of a variety of 
opportunities for residents.  
 
1.4.3 Rutland County Council: Corporate Plan 2016-2020 
 
Rutland’s Corporate Plan sets out the short-term agenda for the enhancement and support of the 
county’s resources, people and places. The Plan finds 4 key tenets to achieve this: 
 
• Delivering sustainable growth in our County supported by appropriate – housing, employment, 

learning opportunities & supporting infrastructure (including other Public Services)  
• Safeguarding the most vulnerable and support the health and well-being needs of our community  
• Plan and support future population and economic growth in Rutland to allow our businesses, 

individuals, families and communities in reaching their full potential 
• Ensuring we have a balanced Medium-Term Financial Plan based on delivering the best possible 

value for the Rutland pound. 
 
Where Barrowden’s potential to increase the provision afforded to local residents is particularly pertinent 
is in the county’s requirement to safeguard the most vulnerable. Barrowden’s resident retired population 
fall into the category of those whose well-being needs are referenced. Any proposals to help improve 
access to services in Barrowden Village Hall will help to meet the ambitions identified by Rutland County 
Council by providing a space which will allow for local people to take part in activities to help with both 
mental and physical health and wellbeing.  
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1.4.4 Rutland Local Strategic Partnership: Strategic Plan for Culture and Leisure in Rutland 
2017-2020 

 
This strategy builds on the Corporate Plan to articulate how the Local Strategic Partnership will make a 
difference in the area of Culture and Leisure. Their shared vision for culture and leisure contends that 
“Rutland is great place to live, learn, work, play and visit; Where all can take part in sports, cultural and 
recreational activities; Be inspired by our cultural and natural heritage; And enjoy a better quality of life”. 
In particular, the vision sees culture and leisure as a means to achieve improved social cohesion and 
wellbeing. Coupled with the strategic objectives defined in the Corporate Plan, the Partnership seeks 
to provide cultural activity in the following ways: 
 
• Support our communities to access cultural, recreational and volunteering opportunities  
• Support the promotion of Rutland as a place to visit  
• Ensure our Market Towns are vibrant and attractive to both residents and visitors  
• Continuing to support the development of a vibrant Voluntary, Community and Faith sector  
• Decreasing the impact of smoking, obesity and alcohol consumption on the health and well-being of 

our community  
• Making best use of our assets. 
 
The vision draws particular attention to services for young families and an increasing ageing population. 
It centres on getting people more involved in culture and leisure services, an improved variety of 
opportunities, activities and sport. Specifically, there is an action plan that sets out to “upgrade town, 
village and community halls for use by all age groups including youth provision”, and to “provide spaces 
and resources for education, leisure and learning activities”.  
 
1.4.5 North Northants Core Spatial Strategy 2008-2021 
 
The spatial strategy for North Northamptonshire concerns the current county plan afforded to Wakerley. 
This report sets out the strategic direction of the district and has the following vision: “North 
Northamptonshire in 2021 will be a better place: a showpiece for modern green living within a high-
quality environment and a prosperous economy”. This is set around a number of objectives concerning: 
green living, environment, network of settlements, town centre focus, connectivity and modal shift, 
infrastructure and services, economy, quality of life, regeneration and housing needs.  
 
In particular, the strategy makes reference to a “spine of rural service centres in the east” and the 
importance of “self-sufficiency”.  
 
1.4.6 Greater Cambridge / Greater Peterborough LEP: Strategic Economic Plan 
 
The GCGP LEP’s aim is to deliver sustainable growth throughout the county, and comprises the likes 
of Peterborough, King’s Lyn, Ely, Cambridge, Oakham and Rutland. To do this, they have identified 5 
strategic directives: 
 
• Build on our core strengths and demonstrable growth to date  
• Build on our internationally recognised research and technology base  
• Expand our export of goods and services.  
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• Ensure that the growth agenda benefits the whole area  
• Provide the confidence for business to invest, locate and grow. 
 
The GCGP aims to respond to existing pressure for the growth and retention of businesses. 
Improvements to village facilities would improve the offer for the surrounding local villages. This is in 
line with the GCGP LEP in terms of its aims to see investment which helps to make the region an 
attractive option for investors, attracted by the higher quality of life.  
 
1.4.7 National Planning Policy Framework – March 2012, with updates in December 2016 
 
To help achieve sustainable development, the Planning Policy Framework identifies 3 dimensions 
which must be met, including a social role. This involves supporting strong, vibrant and healthy 
communities by creating a high-quality built environment, with accessible local services that reflect the 
community’s needs and support its health, social and cultural well-being. 
 
Supporting a prosperous rural economy is also identified as a key area for planning policies to consider, 
and it should include supporting sustainable leisure developments that benefit businesses, communities 
and visitors. They should also promote the retention and development of local services and community 
facilities in villages, as well as supporting the sustainable growth and expansion of business and 
enterprise in rural areas, both through the conversion of existing buildings and well-designed new 
buildings. 
 
Proposals to enhance the village facilities in Barrowden will support the National Planning Policy 
Framework by keeping local services and community facilities within the village and improving upon 
them to provide a better service for users and rural communities. The project will also help to support a 
sustainable leisure development, which the Framework states is another key area. 
 
1.5 Consultation   
 
To establish how the village hall is currently used and perceived by those in Barrowden and Wakerley, 
as well as identifying their thoughts on its condition and suggestions for future uses, a questionnaire 
was designed to gather this information. Previously completed consultation has also been analysed to 
gain a full understanding of the needs of residents in regards to their village hall. 
 
1.5.1 Previous Consultation  
 
There has been some previous consultation done during the development of the Barrowden 
Neighbourhood Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan encompasses both the parishes of Barrowden (Rutland) 
and Wakerley (East Northamptonshire). A draft of the Plan is due to be published in Q3 of 2017. NPG 
Consultation March 2017 Comments. 
 
A 2016 Report of the Barrowden Village Hall Management Sub-Committee investigated the options 
available to plan for the long-term future of the village hall. The group conducted informal discussion 
with village user groups, and found that: 
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• Clubs such as the Evergreens and The Village Lunch Club do not see any need for change and are 
happy with how things are now 

• The Cinema Club do experience a number of problems particularly heating which is poor and noisy 
and commented that it is inappropriate to spend money on the present building. They would prefer 
a new village hall on the present site co-located with the shop and the surgery to enable better 
parking, a hearing loop and other enhancements like solar panels, bigger kitchen and smaller 
meeting rooms 

• The WI expressed irritation with the fan heating system and preferred a new village hall on the 
Recreation Ground  

• The Barrowden Players have previously expressed support for improved facilities. 
 
In 2016, the Neighbourhood Plan comprised a questionnaire that sought the views of villagers on the 
importance of the village hall. 98% of responses were positive about the importance of the village hall; 
the Community Shop, Recreation Ground) including playground), Church and Pub were given 
comparable importance. Typically, the village hall is booked approximately 200 times per year.  
 
“There was also good support for additional sports and games facilities; support was expressed for the 
establishment of an all-weather multi-use facility catering for football, basketball, tennis etc. A wide 
variety of comments were made regarding the need for outdoor facilities for older children; in additional 
number of requests were received for the establishment of bowls facilities”.  
 
“There is a clearly identified need for Community Facilities for social, leisure and recreational use. The 
existing Village Hall meets some of those needs but not all. The existing Village Hall needs replacement 
before many years pass and this presents an opportunity for the Community to have facilities for a wider 
range of activities than the existing Village Hall can provide, while still meeting the current needs”. 
 
1.5.2 2018 Survey Report 
 
In tandem with the Village Hall Committee, a questionnaire was developed by Focus using the online 
tool SurveyMonkey. The questionnaire was available for residents to complete online and hard copies 
were distributed to every house in Barrowden (around 200 households) in March 2018. The 
questionnaire was the product of a preceding pilot version and dialogue with the Committee.   A copy 
of the questionnaire is included at Appendix 2. 
 
In total, there were 155 responses to the questionnaire. This equates to 30.6% of the resident population 
of the parish, an accurate sample size and considerable response rate. Postcode data shows us that 
respondents were nearly all from Barrowden, with the addition a few from Edith Weston, South 
Luffenham, North Luffenham and Wakerley.  
 
A summary of the key findings is shown in the box below: 
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Summary 
• Barrowden’s pub, friendly nature, community spirit and community shop are rated as the best 

features of the village 
• 74.4% had used the village hall in some capacity in the last 12 months 
• 65.8% of those who don’t use the village hall do so because there is nothing of interest to them  
• The most common activity taken part in at the village hall is meetings (55.4%), dance/exercise 

classes (42.9%) and community concerts/functions (42.0%). 
• The village hall is most frequently used on a weekly basis (by 30.6%) 
• 90.9% walk to the village hall 
• 54.6% of people think the village hall does not meet their needs 
• 62.4% of people said they could not continue their activities at an alternative location 
• 67.4% of people said there were facilities and activities needed in Barrowden that aren’t currently 

available  
• 20.4% of people said that they are not happy with the existing playground facilities. The most 

frequent suggestion for new equipment was a zipwire (18 mentions) 
• 61.8% said that there was not a problem of social isolation in Barrowden 
• The most important needs are identified as facilities for children/teenagers and health and 

wellbeing 
• The most important new community provision is identified as a large/flexible hall, kitchen/catering 

facilities and parking. 
 

 
1.5.2.1 The Barrowden Community  
 
83.3% of respondents were aged 51 or older. 2.3% respondents were under the age of 35 and 14.4% 
were aged between 36 and 50. This data, illustrated below, reflects the ageing nature of Barrowden’s 
resident population. The survey also found that 99.2% of respondents described themselves ethnically 
as white.  
 
Age Bands 

Source: SurveyMonkey (23 people skipped this question) 
 

Residents were asked what they liked best about living in the Barrowden community, and what makes 
it a good place to live. Barrowden’s pub (26%), friendly nature (26%), community spirit (19%) and 
community shop (19%) were rated as the best features of the village.  
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A large proportion of answers focused on the surrounding environment and the tranquil green spaces 
afforded by the rural location of the village. A section of respondents’ comments has been listed below 
to provide a broader perspective on the positive elements of living in the area: 
 

“Lots of friendly faces, the shop, park, pub fete, village allotments, doctors, duck pond. It all brings 
lots of value to a village life. Shop in particular brings people together” 

 
“The rural aspect, cleanliness of the whole village, variety of pastimes and recreation available, 

community spirit very much in evidence” 
 

“The people who work tirelessly to make it tick; the shop, the clubs, the pub, the village events etc. 
The website/ email which keeps things together” 

 
“The beautiful environment; the geographic location for getting around the UK; the village pub; the 

relatively quiet traffic and no large modern housing developments on the edge of the village” 
 

“The shop, church, pub, village hall and all its activities and doctors being on the doorstep are a huge 
asset” 

 
Respondents were given the opportunity to choose and rank the changes that they would like to see in 
the community. Regularly occurring answers are illustrated in the word cloud below. The more common 
the response, the larger the text. Many of the 124 answers prioritised the existing facilities (16%) and 
activities (8%) offered as well as the village hall (15%) as areas of highest concern.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There were a number of recurring themes amongst respondents. From a connectivity perspective, 
concerns around mobile reception and broadband internet connection were most common, indicative 
of the technological disadvantages of Barrowden’s rural location. Rurality is also a feature when 
considering respondents’ desire for improved public transport, in particular the frequency and quality of 
the local bus services, and their inadequate connections to Rutland and Oakham. There is also 
frustration expressed about the speed limit and lack of car parking in the village, and the associated 
poor condition of grass verges as a result of the latter.  
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Residents’ responses portray an inclusive inter-generational community spirit, but equally suggest that 
there could be more activities in the village for children and young people more generally to socialise 
“other than the cinema club”.  A desire for more inclusion across all generations is expressed by some 
who want “all clubs actively encouraging new members” or “more involvement by the 35 top 50 age 
group”. One respondent noted that there needed to be “better recognition of event timings for working 
people”, suggesting community involvement of the middle generations is hindered by work 
commitments.  
 
With regards to activities and facilities hosted in the village, there was regular reference made to both 
indoor and outdoor gym equipment, exercise classes and other recreational exercises. 
 
Many comments referred directly to the village hall, either in its current capacity or as a means of 
requesting a future hall facility. Some of these comments have been listed below, alongside some 
respondent’s concerns about social inclusion and integration, which the village hall is hoping to 
enhance. 
 

“A modern, larger, drop in, community facility to replace the village hall” 
 

“More integration of village residents without the shop” 
 

“A village hall hub for people to drop in and formal activities” 
 

“New community centre (multi-purpose)” 
 

“A new and better designed village hall” 
 

“New Village Hall with better parking and catering facilities” 
 

“Facilities enabling provision of well-being treatments such as podiatry and physiotherapy” 
 
1.5.2.2 Village Hall 
 
Of the 152 respondents, 74.4% had used the village hall in some capacity in the last 12 months. Those 
who had not attended were asked whether this was due to lack of awareness, lack of interest, or issues 
with access; the results are illustrated in the chart below. The chart demonstrates that most people don’t 
use the village hall as there is nothing of interest to them (65.8%), while some don’t attend as they are 
unaware of what is offered (13.2%). Anecdotal evidence suggests that some people feel there is a 
narrow, intellectual appeal of activities currently offered.  
 
Respondents were given the opportunity to give more elaborative answers; some concern a “lack of 
parking” or that it is “not large enough for larger functions” and that the “toilets [are] not modern and 
cold”. One resident suggested that “what is on offer does not match my free time when not in work”.  
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Reasons for Not Visiting the Village Hall  

Source: SurveyMonkey (1 person skipped this question) 
 

The most common activity taken part in at the village hall is meetings (55.4%), dance/exercise classes 
(42.9%) and community concerts/functions (42.0%). The data is graphed below, and incorporates 112 
responses, including 18 ‘other’ answers, including: 
 

“Birthday parties, Christmas children parties, jumble sale, wedding party, christenings, funerals and 
wakes” 

 
“Country dancing, WI” 

 
“Art classes that are just starting” 

 
“A photo shoot” 

 
“Bridge drive, lectures” 

 
“Book shelf” 

 
“Hiring of furniture” 

 

13.2%

65.8%

2.6%

31.6%

I do not know what I can do at the village hall
There is nothing of interest at the village hall
I have problems accessing the village hall
Other
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Activities at the Village Hall 

Source: Survey Monkey (43 people skipped this question) 
 
The survey results correlate the village hall’s bookings data which similarly registers high numbers of 
users at the cinema club, lunch club and at fitness training classes (approximately 45 monthly users 
each).  
 
The village hall is attended most frequently on a weekly (30.6%) and monthly (29.8%) basis, although 
6.3% of those surveyed utilise the facilities more than once a week. Most clubs and classes are run on 
a monthly schedule at the village hall. Slightly fewer respondents visited the village hall 3-4 times a year 
(22.5%) and a further 10.8% suggested they do not use the hall very often.  
 
The vast majority of residents walk to the village hall, illustrated in the figure below. This adds weight to 
the notion that the centrality and accessibility of the village hall to Barrowden is important.  
 
Method of Travelling to the Village Hall 

Source: SurveyMonkey (45 people skipped this question) 
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1.5.2.3 Does the Village Hall Meet Community Needs? 
 
The survey sought to determine whether the village hall facilities met the needs of the community. 
54.6% of respondents contended that the current facilities were inadequate in this regard. Specifically, 
over a quarter (26.4%) of those surveyed referenced the insufficiency of the existing kitchen provision, 
while both the lack of hall space and parking were discussed by 18.4% and 13.8% respectively. 
 
A number of the comments also highlighted the hall’s problems with heating and issues with 
condensation. As aforementioned, the availability of car parking was emphasised by the results. 
Generally, many of the comments favoured a refurbishment/modernisation of the hall, or to increase 
the size to make it suitable for village-wide activities.  
 
A selection of these comments is listed below:  
 

“Heating needs to be easier to regulate etc, better preparation areas in kitchen, new hall would be 
needed” 

 
“The community uses the facilities available to the best possible use. More facilities would bring 

more activities” 
 

“Kitchen facilities too small, poor sound quality for cinema showings, hard and expensive to heat and 
the roof looks in needs of TLC” 

 
“Current hall is at the end of its life. Village needs a new hall, better facilities, easier to heat and 

insulate, with a small meeting room as well as large hall. Also needs parking facilities” 
 

“Other halls I have visited have multi-function rooms and can host multiple users at the same time 
from meetings to large sports sessions (indoor bowls to get fit) to smaller sessions/functions” 

 
“More space for physical activities i.e. a larger hall with better proportions. More natural light for day 

time activities and events provided by a new modern hall. The present hall is very gloomy and 
unattractive. More comfortable chairs. New electrics, old electrics a nightmare. Much more storage 

with better access. A designated bar area with comfy seating” 
 
It is worth noting that one respondent was complimentary about the existing village hall, suggesting that 
there is little wrong with the hall as a community space, and that there isn’t a substantial need for an 
improved offer. They contend: 
 

“When you think about what actually happens in the village, it is big enough for most/all events I 
know of, it has catering facilities, is warm, has audio/visual equipment and fits in with the village in 
terms of look and feel … do we really need a new hall?” 
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1.5.2.4 Alternative Locations  
 
The questionnaire asked if there was no village hall in Barrowden, would they be able to continue their 
existing activities in an alternative location. 62.4% of people said they could not. 50 respondents 
suggested they could and provided an alternative suggestion, comprising the list below: 
 
• St Peters Church, Barrowden 
• Barrowden Cricket Club clubhouse  
• Pub 
• Uppingham Sports Centre 
• Stamford  
• Oakham 
• Barnsdale 
• Oundle  
• Leicester  
• Peterborough  
• Surrounding Villages and Towns 
• Corby. 
 
The respondents advising the nearby St Peters Church offer the caveat of this being dependent on the 
quality and success of the forthcoming re-ordering project at the venue. The list above is largely 
inaccessible by foot, and would lose the village sentiment so popular with residents: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 79 respondents who considered their activities dependent on the village hall were asked why, with 
most contending that their activities are village- or community-based and therefore are not viable 
outside of Barrowden. Some respondents suggested travelling outside the village was too far, especially 
in view of an ageing population and the difficulties associated with driving as you get older. These 
motivations are closely aligned to the much-praised community spirit and connection to the village. One 
respondent expressed that “because the village hall is the village hub and village events should take 
place in the centre of the village and be easily accessible and open to everyone, as appropriate”. 
 
In terms of the suitability of other venues within the village, reference is made to the inadequate sizes 
of the pub and the cricket clubhouse to cater for groups of 30 or more, and suggestions are made that 
other venues do not comprise the same kitchen and storage facilities.  

“All dependent 
on being able 
to drive” 
 

“St Peter’s Church would be able to offer 
hospitality” 
 

“I could drive to the cinema 
in Corby, or drive to any 
restaurant but would lose 
the village social aspect” 

“Would have to travel to find other halls/rooms. 
Would prefer to stay in village and attract more 
users to the hall” 
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1.5.2.5  Unavailable Activities  
 
67.4% of those surveyed said that there were facilities and activities needed in Barrowden that aren’t 
currently available.  
 
Are there facilities and activities needed in Barrowden that aren’t currently available? 

Source: SurveyMonkey (23 people skipped this question) 
 
Responses largely centred on the lack of sports facilities in the village, ranging from a tennis court to 
more exercise classes and outdoor exercise equipment to a skate park. The most frequent answers are 
illustrated in the word cloud below, which demonstrates the popularity of sports-orientated facilities. 
Specific reference was made to the following sport facilities: skate park, bowls/bowling, badminton 
court, tennis court, tai chi, swimming pool, gym facilities, basketball court, table tennis,  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A few responses concerned broader issues such as the lack of public transport making the surrounding 
villages and towns increasingly inaccessible. One comment regarded the negative impact of the closure 
of the village Post Office.  
 
 
 
 

67.4%

32.6%
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The other activities suggested through the questionnaire were: 
 
• Concerts 
• Talks and Lectures 
• Cookery Club 
• Languages 
• Gardening Club 
• Youth Club 
• Large flexible-space function room 
• Collect+/ Amazon Returns  

• Junior disco 
• Bar 
• Hides on riverbanks  
• Book Club 
• Bridge Club 
• Indoor Gaming 
• Small meeting room 
• Walking Club 

 
1.5.2.6  Playground Equipment 
 
20.4% of respondents said that they were not happy with the existing playground facilities in Barrowden, 
shown in the diagram below.  
 
Adequacy of Existing Playground Facilities 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Source: Survey Monkey (13 people skipped this question) 
 
Those who considered Barrowden to be ill-equipped in terms of playground facilities discuss the 
shortfalls with regards to the type of equipment; a few respondents note that the current offer doesn’t 
provide for older children, teenagers or pensioners, only for younger children. Additional comments 
were made requesting the playground to be fenced off to prevent dog fouling. 
 
Respondents gave the following explanations as to why they were not happy: 
 

“No provision is made for pensioners, outdoor gym equipment, recreation ground including all 
weather table tennis” 

 
“Could do with a bigger climbing frame” 

 
“We need a zip wire” 
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“In addition, some well-designed adult outdoor play equipment would be food for our cardiovascular 
health. A more challenging climbing frame/ equipment for older children. An outdoor climbing wall” 

 
“The present play equipment is a little out of date; it could be more extensive and differentiated for 
different age groups or children; e.g. as in Ketton village” 

 
“…for most children and families, the existing facilities are fine. Sure, we could have built in an all-

weather trampoline, more slides, another climbing frame, but really, it’s fine” 
 
The questionnaire provided a forum for respondents to make suggestions as to what additional 
equipment for the playground would be needed. The most frequently suggested pieces of equipment 
have been graphed below based on the number of comments referring to them: 
 
Additional Playground Equipment  

Source: SurveyMonkey (81 people skipped this question) 

 
The graph shows that a zip wire (18 mentions) is the most favoured option, follows by a climbing frame 
(8) and exercise equipment (6).  
 
1.5.2.7  Activities for Young People 
 
Respondents made a number of recommendations for activities for young people that should be 
developed in Barrowden and Wakerley – some of the suggestions are listed below and include repeated 
ideas around a skate park and a youth club. However, one respondent suggested that many young 
people would be busy with extra-curricular school activities or are involved in clubs in local towns and 
cities, implying that those that are interested in joining clubs have already done so. 
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“Kids film night, popcorn, squash, beanbags, not too late. Maybe pitched at two age groups manned 
by some parents. I think there is a lack of activities for older secondary school kids 12-16 years old 
perhaps something for them that moves on from old fashioned youth clubs” 

 
“Football practice and team” 

 
“Youth club, walking groups, cycling groups” 

 
“Tennis/ basketball facilities and skateboard/ BMX/ rollerblading facilities i.e. rails and half pipe” 

 
“An assault course” 

 
“Indoor sports particularly in winter months, e.g. table tennis, five-a-side football, basketball, netball”  

 
“Far more interaction with the natural environment … possibly including family involvement too (e.g. 
birdwatching, nature walks on existing designated footpaths”” 

 
“Persuade Local Councils to Convert old Railway line into cycle tracks for everyone to use, as done 

in County Durham”  
 

“Social media group, badminton, table tennis, theatre group, reading group” 
 

“A Youth Club, after-school homework facilities, a skate park, a youth shelter”  
 
1.5.2.8  Social Isolation 
 
61.8% of respondents said that there was not a problem of social isolation in Barrowden. Those that 
said there was provided a range of answers detailing which people they sought suffered from social 
isolation, including: teenagers, older people who live alone, “some young mums without transport during 
working hours” and another saying “all in different ways”. Those with long term illnesses, middle-aged 
working adults and non-church-goers were also listed.  
 
One related such isolation to Barrowden’s rurality, suggesting “elderly and young people due to lack of 
public transport” and more broadly “people with no cars”. Another respondent adds weight to this issue, 
contending that those who are less mobile may “have greater difficulty accessing the village hall and 
the facilities within so may find this less easy to join in”. Here, the centrality of the village hall to 
Barrowden is seen as a necessity. Another resident similarly expressed that: 
 

“If any of the places people can meet (pub, village hall surgery etc) were moved further from the 
centre, it would deter people with limited mobility and increase isolation” 
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Social Isolation in Barrowden 

Source: SurveyMonkey (19 people skipped this question) 

 
Moreover, in finding that “less mobile older and younger ages who can’t get outside of the village on 
their own to do such social activities”, one respondent demonstrates that the village’s social activities 
would not be able to support as much of the community if it were not in Barrowden.  
 
A large proportion of answers implied there was little no social isolation in Barrowden, contending that 
“it’s probably a bit of choice” or that “it is up to individuals to make the effort”. One respondent considered 
that some people could feel isolated if they don’t have access to a computer and are therefore distanced 
from the village email.  
 
Another respondent said that rather than location and age being the determinate factors, isolation could 
be attributed to social groupings: “if you don’t identify with particular social groups, then it may be difficult 
to engage with activities”.  
 
1.5.2.9  Needs of the Community 
 
The survey asked respondents to rank 10 different features based on their importance to the needs of 
the Barrowden community. The higher the ranking attributed to each factor, the higher the score 
illustrated in the chart below. The bar height represents the score attributed to each factor based on 
their ranking and shows that ‘facilities for children/ teenagers’ was the highest ranked factor (6.79), 
followed by ‘health and wellbeing’ (6.73). The lofty ranking for children’s facilities does not correlate to 
the particularly low score for ‘outdoor play facilities’ (4.59). 
 
‘Combatting rural isolation’ was the lowest ranked factor (3.94).  
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Future Needs of the Community 

Source: SurveyMonkey (20 people skipped this question) 

 
1.5.2.10 New Community Provision 
 
Respondents were asked to consider how important they thought 15 potential new community 
provisions were, ranking them between ‘not important at all’ and ‘very important’. A ‘large/ flexible hall’ 
was most frequently considered very important (62.2%), as well as ‘kitchen/ catering facilities’ (61.5%), 
‘parking’ (54.5%) and ‘wi-fi’ (48.5%). 58.7% of those surveyed considered ‘indoor exercise facilities and 
space’ to be either ‘fairly important’ or ‘very important’.  
 
Overall, provisions have been graphed in order of importance from left to right, with the leftmost 
provision receiving the highest share of ‘very important’ rankings, and the rightmost provision receiving 
the least.  
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New Provisions  

Source: SurveyMonkey (18 people skipped this question) 
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Respondents were provided an open forum to discuss what type of activities, including sports and 
recreation, they or their family were interested in for the future. The long list of suggestions is as follows: 
 

Sports and Exercise  
 
• Indoor bowls 
• Cricket 
• Circuits 
• Pilates 
• Yoga 
• Badminton  
• Zumba 
• Adult exercise equipment for restricted 

abilities  
• Tennis 
• Zip wire 
• Adult ballet 
• Table tennis  
• Skateboarding  
• 5-a-side football 
• Rambling 
• Street dance  
• Tap dancing  
• Basketball 
• Indoor skittles 
• Dancing 
• Keep fit classes 
• Walking groups 
• Adult trim trail indoor sports 
• Snooker/ pool table 
• Croquet  
• Climbing wall 
• Cycling club 
• Village sports day 
• Rugby  
• Ballroom dancing  
• Tai Chi 
• Spin classes 
 

Events, Clubs and Classes 
 
• Theatre  
 

• Music concerts 
• Children’s film nights with bar for parents 
• Village Bop 
• Art classes 
• Cooking club 
• Languages 
• Craft club 
• Lunch club 
• Bridge 
• Knitting group 
• Visiting evening presentations 
• Social gatherings 
• Volunteer groups 
• Communal meals 
• Chess 
• Junior disco 
• Talks and lectures  
• Singing groups/ lessons  
• Harvest supper 
• Quiz 
• Structured adult learning opportunities  
• Local history group 
• Health education  
• Computer skills classes 
• Coffee mornings. 
 
Functions 
 
• Improved village hall kitchen 
• Better transport 
• Room for health professionals 

(physiotherapy, chiropody, osteopathy) 
• Business space for meetings  
• Space for Christenings  
• Showcase area for small fledgling 

businesses  
• Offices. 
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1.5.2.11 Additional Comments  
 
Respondents were provided an open forum to issue any other comments they had about the village hall 
or the activities available to them. Opinion is divided as to whether a brand-new village hall would better 
serve the community than a refurbishment of the current site. A selection of comments has been listed 
below. 
 

“The poor kitchen, bad lighting, bad heating makes it feel very dated and not somewhere tempting 
to hire out especially the kitchen situation. However, it isn’t falling down, could it not just be vastly 
improved, but stay the same building?” 

 
“We will continue to rely on volunteers so perhaps some small reward for volunteering would be 

appropriate”  
 

“The village hall has offered a very good range of facilities, improvement throughout its life has been 
very good but now its end of life and cost of renovation requires a new larger building” 

 
“Barrowden is a very divided village between those who have lived here much of their lives and 

newcomers – the village hall can be a place of integration”  
 

“It would be good if the kitchen was totally separate to allow for catering events at the moment the 
noise travels through the hall” 

 
“A replacement village hall doubling up as a cricket pavilion would be good but need to be careful 

you do not take more trade from the pub. Alternatively maintain façade of village hall and then 
reconfigure a new village hall behind with surgery facilities and shop/cafe”  

 
“…it’s not always necessary to provide the latest amenities … we’re a village with a population of 
just over 500, and we have excellent facilities a stone’s throw away in Uppingham, Stamford and 
Corby” 

 
1.5.2.12 Volunteering and Community Involvement  
 
The Village Hall Committee intends the project to act as a catalyst for more community involvement 
with current and future activities, as well as the project itself. 49 respondents utilised the opportunity to 
express that they would like to be involved in some way. The main findings are as follows: 
 
• 22 people would like to get involved with the project 
• 7 people would like to get involved with sports facilities  
• 5 people would like to get involved with business planning 
• 15 people would like to get involved with fundraising 
• 112 people would be interested in keeping up to date with project plans.  
 
29 people provided an additional ‘other’ response to justify their decision not to be involved. Many 
suggested that they did not have the time to help, but those that were willing provided the following 
responses: 
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“Helping with maintenance, decorating etc” 
 

“Happy to look at assisting with a youth group as suggested. My spare time is relatively limited due 
to being a full time working mum but I would happily hep where I can with the project”  

 
“I currently coach the kids at the cricket club and am a DBS ECB Coach so happy to do more within 
the community but have limited resource and time” 

 
1.6 Stakeholder Consultation 
 
This section summarises the findings from the consultation with current and potential user groups. 
Consultation has also been undertaken with families and children. It should be noted that no comments 
have been attributed to particular individuals, but instead have been grouped according to thematic 
headings. 
 
1.6.1 Current Offer 
 
The general consensus was that the current village hall is becoming unfit for purpose. It was suggested 
by most that the hall was not aesthetically pleasing enough to attract individuals to hire. The difficulties 
the hall has with heating and maintaining temperature is considered detrimental to potential users. 
Users said that the limitations of the facilities do not prevent people from getting involved, and that the 
facility is crucial to drawing the community together, and therefore than an improved offer would enable 
more engagement.   
 
In terms of user groups, residents acknowledged that the vast majority of users were from the older 
generations; for them, the hall proves a very good village facility. Parents suggest that this is because 
there is very little offered to young people, but this is in part due to a lack of demand – most school-
aged children are preoccupied with attending private or state schools during term time in addition to 
Saturday school, and are thus only afforded free time in the village during the 9-week summer holiday.  
 
Most groups use the facility on weekly or monthly basis, and the hall is used for at least 2 hours on 50% 
of days, perhaps more. Most user groups made it clear that they would not be able to meet without the 
village hall, and that this would have detrimental effect on community spirit and village living standards. 
It was broadly agreed that the village hall would be utilised more if it were open more often rather than 
exclusively when booked – it could then act as a social hub in the same way the shop does.  
 
There was a general acknowledgment of the benefit of the fitness classes undertaken there. Anecdotal 
evidence suggests that other popular activities include Scottish County Dancing, the cinema club and 
the annual Burns’ Night Dinner. It was thought that improved storage would facilitate more activities in 
the hall – specific reference was made to sports equipment such as table tennis tables that were 
previous used for the youth club presently being stored elsewhere.  
 
Reference was made by nearly all users to the inadequacy of parking provision attributed to the hall; 
this has the consequential effect of crowding the local area with cars when events taken place. It is 
thought that any future plans for the village hall must consider the potential impact activities will have 
on the required parking allocation.  
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1.6.2  Life in Barrowden  
 
1.6.2.1 Community Spirit  
 
The community spirit in the village was regularly heralded as the primary reason for living in Barrowden; 
most felt that residents are provided with the opportunity to engage in village activities if they felt so 
inclined, and that people were generally welcoming. Most people appreciated the number of social and 
community activities arranged, such as the village fete, village hall events or open gardens. However, 
some discussions suggested the village could benefit from regular community drop-in sessions for new 
residents, as loneliness may be as prevalent as it is hidden. It is thought that the shop mitigates social 
isolation by providing a forum for young mothers or those without transport to drop in.  
 
A primary issue emphasised by users is the ageing nature of the population – most new residents are 
similarly retired, but few are born and raised in Barrowden. Most respondents thought engaging with 
other generations was a priority, perhaps by providing for activities such as badminton or skateboarding, 
both thought to be popular amongst the village’s younger population. It was thought that there is a mix 
of generations in the village but largely they socialise exclusively of one another.  
 
Some residents attributed this to a generational tension that exists between families and “older villagers 
who are on every committee and they are so resistant to any new ideas”. It is felt by some that although 
this makes the village feel ‘genteel’ it acts as a barrier to younger people with families moving in. 
According to one resident, “unfortunately the younger people and families don’t want to get involved in 
village activities because of the pettiness which just turns them off”. Younger parents would welcome 
more ways to bring them together socially, perhaps via a parents’ social committee.  
 
1.6.2.2  Facilities  
 
Village life exists around four main facilities: the shop, pub, church and village hall. It is noted that the 
village is fortunate to host such a range of services and that it is far more than neighbouring Wakerley 
and draws their residents too, including the cricket club, which is considered to cater for both adults and 
children. 
 
Discussions about the wider village universally appreciated the positive impact of the Community Shop, 
in particular both the logistical and social benefits it provides for residents. Most felt that the shop has 
had a revitalising effect on the village. The long-term viability of the shop was raised by some, noting 
that it exists on a 25-yearlease, although largely it is expected to have this extended. 
 
1.6.2.3  Accessibility  
 
The location of Barrowden was discussed by some as fundamental to their residing there; the close 
proximity to Stamford, Oakham and Uppingham is a necessity for access to hospitals, schools, 
surgeries and wider services, as well as the international airport at Castle Donington.  
 
An issue raised by various residents referred to the necessity of having transport – the rurality of the 
village means residents could become isolated without their own car. Although acknowledged as slowly 
improving, public transport is considered to be inadequate.  
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Some interviewees raised the issue of Barrowden’s inaccessibility to young people as a result of the 
current housing provision. Most agreed that “young people can’t afford to live here” due to the lack of 
affordable housing.  
 
1.6.3 Requirements for a New Facility  
 
The maintenance of village activities to cater for the elderly and retired population is considered 
fundamental to the project. Ideally, users would like to see the offer expanded to include activities for 
families and younger people. However, some residents suggested that young people are generally 
engaged in activities in neighbouring villages, and although it would be beneficial to have these central 
to the village, young people do have the opportunity to participate elsewhere provided they can get 
there. A few respondents also suggested that families were largely busy with work anyway.  
 
1.6.3.1  Size 
 
A new build facility was preferred by most, if possible, to allow for the various additions required. It was 
generally thought that refurbishments would improve the offer but wouldn’t be longstanding.  
 
Many requirements made specific reference to the structural improvements required to maintain the 
hall’s purpose. Most people contended that they would like to see a larger hall with more natural light, 
although this ranged from minor width extensions to larger-scale expansion to accommodate indoor 
sports. Nearly all users and potential users thought the ability to host sports activities would be 
invaluable, regardless of the size. Most thought the heating needed to be improved and the hall could 
be slightly expanded to hold parties for youngsters 
 
However, some expressed the feeling that it shouldn’t be so large as to deter smaller events and groups, 
and that it was adequate for the current activities that it offers. There was more support for a smaller 
attractive social hall rather than a large sports hall. Low impact sports such as bowls, skittles and table 
tennis were suggested as alternatives for a smaller venue. One resident said that there would be 
“protest if you try to put a big building up, even in the Rec area, especially if you made the hall big 
enough for an indoor court”.  
 
1.6.3.2  Facilities  
 
Reflecting the results of the questionnaire, users felt that the kitchen facilities would need to be 
improved. A popular consideration was the potential to merge the shop and the village hall together, 
enabling the shop to expand its café and to facilities increased use across both facilities – the village 
hall fitness group already use the café after their sessions. It was thought that this would facilitate more 
intergenerational activity. However, as the shop is almost entirely dependent on a large team of elderly 
volunteers alongside one paid manager, it was thought expansion to include more catering may be 
unsustainable. Security was also indicated as an impracticality that would make merging difficult.  
 
Suggestions were also made about the provision of an additional small room to complement the hall 
space, or at least the ability to compartmentalise the space. Extra space could come in the shape of an 
outdoor area which would benefit functions and events.  
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A small number of people suggested that there should be some office space provided as a means of 
accommodating hotdesking for those that work at home, a hub that could encourage people to remain 
local for work and provide a focal point for “cottage industries” in Barrowden. Secure offices would also 
be able to house services such as the Parish Council clerk, who currently has important documentation 
stored in an attic. Mixed-use space was suggested as a method of attracting therapists and additional 
amenities in the village, including a pharmacy. One resident said that a wider village hub function would 
be complemented by a visitors’ point with walking maps and local information to encourage more visitors 
to the area.  
 
1.6.3.3  Location  
 
Discussions around the location of any future facility were inconsistent – the older generation tended to 
think that the hall was in an ideal central location for those who can’t travel as far to access it easily. A 
few respondents commented on the speculation about the possible closure of the adjacent Barrowden 
surgery in the light of a proposal to close the Ketton surgery. It was suggested that there might be an 
opportunity to explore the re-provision of the Barrowden surgery as part of a new village facility utilising 
the surrounding land and paddock area, also creating more car parking spaces.  
 
However, the surgery’s shelf-life is presently just speculation based on the closure of similar facilities at 
Ketton. This touches upon the important relationship the village have to the Burghley developers that 
own the majority of land; some users were optimistic about potential land swaps to gain additional 
space.   
 
Those who were under 50 were less concerned by the exact location, suggesting they would probably 
drive regardless. This led many to indicate the Recreation Ground to be better suited to serve as a 
centre for village facilities, particularly as it could merge sports facilities with a whole family and groups 
centre. An alternative location offered was the Grade II listed barn adjacent to the pub, presently used 
as village store; it holds a central location, affords more space for parking, and would boost another 
village asset: the pub.  
 
1.6.4 Other Comments  
 
There was genuine optimism about the capacity for an improved village hall offer to encourage locals 
to use the facilities more frequently, and better retain residents who travel further afield for their 
activities. However, it was broadly appreciated that the current village activities exist on the basis of a 
small critical mass of residents, and any improvement to what is offered could only be achieved through 
more individuals’ involvement from the wider community. Some residents recognised that this meant 
there was a disproportionate number of activities geared towards older people – which mitigates the 
risk of social isolation – but are not universally accessible. One resident thought that “compared to most 
villages we have much more to support those who might be older and possibly isolated”.  
 
Viability and sustainability were discussed; many said that any larger size would have to be vindicated 
by increases in use. Some people mentioned the inevitable influx of residents resulting from future 
housing development in the area, in particular the government’s emphasis on providing smaller, starter 
homes. This is connected to the widespread understanding that the village hall needs to provide for 
Barrowden for the next 100 years, and therefore needs to appreciate the potential growth of the village.  
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The forthcoming re-ordering of the village’s St Peters Church was discussed as both complementary 
as well as competition for any village hall improvements. Most users didn’t think the project would 
detract users from the village hall, assuming that most activities wouldn’t be appropriate in a religious 
setting. It is important that any village provisions complement rather than compete with each other.   
 
Children’s play facilities were discussed by some as highlighted in the questionnaire; most thought the 
equipment needed to be improved with more adventurous equipment for older children, especially in 
view of any affordable housing developments in the village. An outdoor all-weather court/facility was 
universally popular as an idealised addition to the village, or an exercise trail/stations for use by all 
ages. Some would prefer the equipment to be more central rather than its current position on the fringes 
of the village at the Recreation Ground.  
 
Suggestions of activities for older children and teenagers included a BMX bike trail made of pummelled 
earth, an indoor games area, a village hall social night and more appropriate cinema screenings.  
 
1.7 Needs Analysis Conclusions  
 
In a number of ways, the village hall is fit for purpose – it is a reasonably sized site, central to the village 
and accessible to most residents. However, it has undergone a series of essential refurbishments and 
alterations, and it is thought to be nearing the end of its usable life. Previous inspections of the property 
have identified a number of problems with the building which if not addressed will eventually impact on 
operation and service.  
 
A broad process of consultation with the community identified that over 54% of people felt that the 
village hall does not meet their needs; frequent concerns about the needs of both young people and an 
ageing population were emphasised throughout the process. 62.4% stated that they would not be able 
to continue with their activities at an alternative location due to Barrowden’s rurality and lack of public 
transport. 67.4% of people said that there were facilities and activities needed in Barrowden that aren’t 
currently available.  
 
In terms of facilities, the most important new community provision is identified as a large, flexible hall 
space as well as operational kitchen/catering facilities and parking. The types of activities that people 
stated they would like to participate in if facilities were improved are indoor sports and exercise, 
meetings and social functions. The potential for a modern larger facility that could host sports activities 
is acknowledged as an exciting opportunity and at the forefront of many people’s desires for a new 
facility.  
 
The next stage of work required for the Barrowden Village Hall Committee is to formulate a list of 
preferred options for the future of the village hall and undertake a cost-benefit analysis of each.  
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Part 2:  Options Analysis 
 
2.1 Introduction  
 
The needs analysis in part one has helped to establish a number of key criteria for the future of 
community facilities in Barrowden and these are discussed further below. 
 
The village has a high proportion of older people and this is set to rise.  It also as a relatively high 
proportion of young people in the 10-14 and 16-17-year age group.  Barrowden is in the 10% most 
deprived areas in England for Barriers to Housing and Services and in the 10% most deprived LSOA’s 
in England for Geographical Barriers.  There is a strong sense of community and a good range of 
community activities but consultation identified that there is potential for people to feel lonely and 
isolated.  Much of the community activity in the village is focused on the village hall. 
 
In a number of ways, the village hall is fit for purpose – it is a reasonably sized site, central to the village 
and accessible to most residents. However, it has undergone a series of essential refurbishments and 
alterations, and it is thought to be nearing the end of its usable life. Previous inspections of the property 
have identified a number of problems with the building which if not addressed will eventually impact on 
operation and service.  
 
The consultation process identified that over 54% of people felt that the village hall does not meet their 
needs; frequent concerns about the needs of both young people and an ageing population were 
emphasised throughout. 62.4% stated that they would not be able to continue with their activities at an 
alternative location due to Barrowden’s rurality and lack of public transport. 67.4% of people said that 
there were facilities and activities needed in Barrowden that aren’t currently available.  
 
In terms of facilities, the most important new community provision is identified as a large, flexible hall 
space as well as operational kitchen/catering facilities and parking. The types of activities that people 
stated they would like to participate in if facilities were improved are indoor sports and exercise, 
meetings and social functions. The potential for a modern larger facility that could host sports activities 
is acknowledged as an exciting opportunity and at the forefront of many people’s desires for a new 
facility. However, it must be appreciated that a sports hall-type facility would be difficult to fund, and 
potentially underused.  
 
This section sets out the options considered for addressing this challenge.   
 
It should be noted that in terms of the needs in the village, these can be addressed by looking at the 
activities delivered rather than specifically a building and will need the local community to develop, 
deliver and sustain these activities.   However, a community space or spaces are required in order to 
deliver these activities and as identified above, it is considered that some form of community space will 
continue to be required. 
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2.2 Options  
 
The five options considered were: 
 
A: Do nothing 
B: Refurbish the existing village hall 
C: Refurbish the existing village hall and build a new sports facility on the Recreation Ground 
D: Demolish the existing village hall and build a new village hall on the site of the existing village hall 
E: Demolish the existing village hall and build a new village hall on the Recreation Ground.  
 
The key criteria against which the options were assessed were identified through analysis of the 
consultation findings and were identified as follows:  
 
• Provides access for all  
• Provides improved kitchen, catering and heating facilities  
• Provides a more aesthetically pleasing building to hire  
• Ability to accommodate more sports activities and provide a wider range of services  
• Provides activities for children/teenagers and mitigates intergenerational tensions  
• Ability to improve the health and wellbeing of the village  
• Provides additional car parking.  
 
Each option was scored against the six criteria with a score of 0-2 with 0 meaning the option did not 
address the criteria at all and 2 meaning the option could fully address the criteria. The scoring is shown 
in the table below: 
 

Options Scoring 

Criteria 
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Provides access for all 1 1 1 2 0 
Provides improved kitchen, catering and heating 
facilities 

0 1 1 2 2 

Provides a more aesthetically pleasing building to 
hire 

0 1 1 2 2 

Ability to accommodate more sports activities and 
provide a wider range of services 

0 1 2 2 2 

Provides activities for children/teenagers and 
mitigates intergenerational tensions 

0 1 1 1 1 

Ability to improve the health and wellbeing of the 
village 

0 1 2 2 1 

Provides additional car parking 0 0 2 1 2 
  1 6 10 12 10 
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2.3 Analysis 
 
A: Do Nothing 
 
This is considered the least appropriate option moving forward as it does not address the criteria 
identified. It is acknowledged that the village hall, built in 1927, is now approaching the end of its life 
and it is recognised that not all community needs necessarily have to be met in one place.  
 
If nothing is done, the village hall will eventually reach the end of its life and cease to serve as an 
adequate venue. 
 
The needs analysis and consultation undertaken with the local community has highlighted a lack of 
alternative facilities within easy reach for local residents, particularly in view of the inadequate public 
transport and distinct rurality of the village. The process further revealed the need for improvements to 
the village hall in order to provide a more diverse range of activities and services for a range of 
generations, and in order to help address social isolation.  
 
A continuation of the current offer would only serve to aggravate any existing isolation and would fail to 
address any of the essential criterion aforementioned. This option would not improve the health and 
wellbeing of the village, provide improved facilities, make the hall more aesthetically pleasing or provide 
more parking due to the limitations of the current site. Consultation revealed the widespread desire for 
the village hall to expand its bookings-only function to serve as a community drop-in facility; only 
adaptation to the present organisation and management of the hall can meet this need.  
 
The only tangible benefit of maintaining the current provision is that the central location is preserved. 
The consultation process revealed that the vast majority of users walk to the village hall. As one of the 
strategic priorities is providing access for all, any movement towards the fringes of the village would 
have a detrimental effect to this fundamental criterion.  
 
Risks: The key risk with this option is that the hall will eventually become unfit for purpose, making it 
increasingly unattractive to current user groups and new users. It will be difficult to attract more people 
to hire the venue for functions (which is their primary source of income). Eventually the hall would cease 
to be sustainable operationally and would close, leaving Barrowden without an important community 
asset.  
 
B: Refurbish the existing Village Hall 
 
The second option considered was to refurbish the existing hall. In the last few years the hall has been 
refurbished and purposed exclusively as a hire venue for community group and private parties. A new 
kitchen was kitted and an extensive refurbishment programme has been undertaken, although the 
consensus is that it will need refurbishing again. This included a thorough redecoration, refurbishment 
of the toilet facilities, new flooring and supplementary heating was installed in the main hall. In addition, 
there is a ramp which enables easy access for those with disabilities or children in prams.  
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This was the second lowest scoring option in the analysis above. Refurbishment of a similar nature to 
previous attempts would serve only to prolong the eventual decline of the hall and wouldn’t provide a 
facility fit for future generations. Although the overall hall size is sufficient for most activities hosted in 
the village, this option alone would fail to create any additional smaller meeting spaces or storage areas, 
thereby failing to accommodate new activities and services that require more space.   In particular there 
is a desire for some indoor sports provision.  This does not need to be a sports hall but the hall should 
provide flexibility for activities such as table tennis, indoor bowls, new age curling etc. 
 
This option could make the hall more welcoming and attractive to those looking to hire for functions, 
and would address the need for improved kitchen, catering and heating facilities. Improvements to the 
building alone would provide the capacity for some sports and new activities, but not guarantee the 
provision of a wider range of services for children/teenagers or to enhance health and wellbeing. In this 
case, the activity is more important than the facility in addressing these factors.  
 
A refurbishment would meet the requirements with regards to providing access for all; the central 
location of the village hall is a necessity. 
 
Refurbishment schemes tend to be a compromise and higher contingencies are required due to 
unforeseen elements when uncovering/opening up. The existing building fabric would have been 
improved but not to new build standards. 
 
Risks: The key risk with this option is that despite the significant expense involved in refurbishment, 
the hall is unlikely to be fully fit for purpose and would not fully meet the needs identified in the 
consultation. As indicated above, refurbishment schemes tend to be a compromise with higher risks 
due to unforeseen elements when uncovering/opening up. The Hall has also experienced recent 
refurbishments; such alterations improved the usability of the hall and generated more user activity but 
are limited in their ability to affect long term change.  
 
C: Refurbish the existing Village Hall and build a new sports facility on the Recreation Ground 
 
This option would suffer from the same limitations as Option B but would address more of the listed 
criteria. Although refurbishment of a similar nature to previous attempts would serve only to prolong the 
eventual decline of the hall, an additional sports facility would be able to accommodate more sports 
activities and provide a wider range of services. Such provision would have the capacity to host 
intergeneration activities and would cater for all ages.  
 
A stand-alone sports venue would play a significant role in improving the health and wellbeing of the 
village, and there are fewer spatial limitations to the Recreation Ground, allowing for more parking. This 
option would create a larger, fit for purpose venue that could accommodate many of the needs 
established throughout consultation with the community. The need for sports and exercise activities, 
both indoor and outdoor, were prevalent in discussions with most residents, and are thought to be a 
way of providing for all generations. A facility on the Recreation Ground also has scope for incorporating 
new playground equipment – a zip wire or exercise equipment – into the development as 
complementary to the existing offer. 
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A new facility would enable the village to develop a range of alternative services and activities to better 
meet the needs of the community and secure a diversified stream of income.  
 
The exact location of any proposal would need to be confirmed; the Recreation Ground is uneven and 
already hosts the Barrowden and Wakerley Cricket Club pavilion and children’s playground. 
Developments would have to be wary of disruption to existing activity, the spatial requirements, and 
acknowledge the difficulties adopted in deciding to locate the facility at the fringes of the village. The 
colocation of village assets is important to complementing the wider management of village facilities.  
 
The main limitation of this option is associated with the cost of a new build sports facility in tandem with 
refurbishment or running repairs of the village hall. Refurbishment schemes tend to be a compromise 
with higher risks due to unforeseen elements when uncovering/opening up. However, the village hall 
alone would not need to meet all requirements established by the consultation process, and a 
refurbishment would make it more attractive to hire and provide improvements to the kitchen and 
catering facilities. Equally, the location of new build on the Recreation Ground would not be accessible 
for all, as the consultation exposed the necessity of a central location.  
 
Any proposed addition to village facilities must consider the wider implications on wider village asset 
management; Barrowden’s primary facilities must be considered in tandem – a sports facility distanced 
from the village hall might diminish the number of activities held in the centre of the village and would 
have no cooperation with the community shop adjacent to the current site. The prospect of village assets 
such as the shop, the hall and the surgery co-locating as a means of providing a better, broader offer 
for Barrowden’s residents should be taken into account.    
 
Option C also scores the highest for its capacity to enhance activity for all generations. Sport is 
considered to be intergenerational, and a new build on the Recreation Ground would cater for younger 
generations less likely to be impacted by having to drive.  
 
Risks: The key risk with this option is that refurbishment of the village hall would not provide a social 
facility for future generations, only prolonging the eventual closure. The cost of refurbishment and a 
new build is also a preventative factor. Although a new build would be preferred as a means of meeting 
all of the needs recognised by the consultation with the community, locating the facility on the 
Recreation Ground would distance most village hall users who would ideally walk to the venue. Equally, 
a solely sports-orientated facility would be challenging to fund.  
 
D: Demolish the existing Village Hall and build a new Village Hall on the site of the existing 

Village Hall 
 
This option would create a larger, fit for purpose hall that would be able to provide the facilities and 
accommodate the activities needed by the local community.  A new facility will better meet the needs 
of residents and be more energy efficient and cost effective to run.  This option reflects the opinions of 
the majority of local people consulted, directly supports key local strategies including Rutland County 
Council’s Core Strategy and Strategic Plan for Culture and Leisure.  
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This was the highest scoring option and will result in an energy efficient, low maintenance and 
accessible building which has been designed in a way to support user groups both current and 
proposed. The existing site means the option would continue to be easily accessible for most residents 
and would protect the services on which residents are reliant. This option would deliver the project 
outcomes of providing improved kitchen and catering facilities, and a better designed hall to 
accommodate functions, sports activities and a wider range of services. Most importantly, a new hall 
would enable activities to be better tailored to reducing social isolation through an increase in local 
groups and open events and would remain central to the village.  
 
This option would enable the village to deliver improved activities that would encourage people to be 
active and healthy and reduce social isolation. The main limitation of this option is the existing 
parameters of the village hall site allowing little leeway for an increased hall size and would not 
guarantee an adequate supply of parking to match future activity. However, using the existing site would 
remove any barriers associated with land ownership as the Village Hall Committee Trust already own 
and operate the site. There is scope to negotiate land use surrounding the hall as a means of securing 
more space for parking.  
 
A new build also has the potential to either co-opt the adjacent shop, or to draw more visitors to it, 
successfully benefitting another village asset and creating a synergy across village facilities.   Co-
location of facilities was identified as important in the consultation. 
 
It is important to recognise that the provision of a new facility does not guarantee improvements to the 
activities and services offered to residents of Barrowden. Progress against, and amelioration of, 
intergenerational tensions social isolation can only be addressed through an improvement to the types 
of activity offered at a new facility. Local community engagement is an important factor in addressing 
the needs of the project; such engagement will be better enabled by a new facility but would still be 
heavily reliant on committed volunteers.  
 
It is assumed that under this option, additional sports facilities could be developed at the recreation 
ground as a second phase of the community facilities plan.   This could either a new build facility of 
even some for of temporary structure such as a sports dome. 
 
Risks: The main risk of a new build option is the discontinuity of services that the village hall currently 
provides. The consultation revealed that the majority of users could not carry on their activities at an 
alternative venue. There is scope for St Peters Church, upon completion of the Reordering project, to 
host some activities. However, the church is restricted by a lack of parking and would therefore suffer 
from similar limitations as the current hall. In addition, the assumption of a future phase of sports 
provision on the recreation ground will provide funding challenges. 
 
E: Demolish the existing Village Hall and build a new Village Hall on the Recreation Ground  
 
This option would create a larger, fit for purpose hall that would be able to provide the facilities and 
accommodate the activities needed by the local community.  A new facility will better meet the needs 
of residents and be more energy efficient and cost effective to run.  This option reflects the opinions of 
the majority of local people consulted, directly supports key local strategies including Rutland County 
Council’s Core Strategy and Strategic Plan for Culture and Leisure.  
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This was the third highest scoring option. This option would facilitate improvements to the kitchen and 
catering facilities, be a more aesthetically pleasing building to hire, and would be more accessible for 
events as there is a greater capacity for parking spaces on the Recreation Ground. New build options 
also have the capacity to be tailored for particular uses, and the hall could therefore incorporate storage 
space, smaller meeting rooms, and an appropriately sized hall to cater for a wider range of services 
and activities. A broader, community hub type function could build partnerships with other service 
providers so that appropriate services can be sought out to meet village needs. Services could be 
delivered in-house, or the hall could signpost residents to other services in the local area.  
 
The strategic location of the Recreation Ground would also grant the opportunity to host both indoor 
and outdoor activities and events. However, the location is the most detrimental factor; the consultation 
revealed the importance of a central location for the village’s main service asset, and the ageing 
population would be less inclined to use a facility that they could not walk to. The colocation of village 
assets is an important factor; the village hall is frequently used by residents in part because of the 
centrality of the hall to the village. 
 
A new build option on another site could allow for a continuity of services as the former hall could stay 
open during the construction phase. However, it is likely that the current hall and land would need to be 
sold in order to fund any new development.  
 
Risks: The main risks of a new build option on the Recreation Ground are that it might worsen social 
isolation as many of Barrowden’s residents, especially the older generations, would be less inclined to 
walk to the fringes of the village. 
 
As aforementioned, any proposed addition to village facilities must consider the wider implications on 
wider village asset management; Barrowden’s primary facilities must be considered in tandem. Village 
assets could be complementary but must not be in competition.  
 
At this point, indicative design options for a new build facility was prepared based on the findings from 
the needs analysis and initial options review. 
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Part 2B:  Design Options Analysis 
 
2.4 Introduction 
 
2.4.1 Instructions  
 
Instructions were received from Brian Edwards on behalf of the Barrowden Village Hall Management 
Committee to consider and prepare a number of design options for a new village hall, within the parish 
of Barrowden. 

 
2.4.2 Proposal  

 
It is the intention of Barrowden Village Hall Management Committee, with assistance from Focus 
Consultants to look into the options of: 

 
• Refurbishing the existing village hall 
• Construction of a new hall on the existing site 
• Construction of a new hall on an alternative identified site. 

 
The purpose of this report is to support the Client in terms of a way forward with commentary on the 
options, along with costings, where applicable, to instigate further fundraising efforts. 

 
2.5 Surveys / Site Appraisal to Date 
 
2.5.1 Concept 
 
Focus Consultants met with members of the Committee, in June 2017, to discuss the basis of the project 
in terms of community need, potential sources of funding, land availability and forward actions. At the 
time of the visit, a walk by of the existing hall, local shop and church was carried out to help understand 
provisions and amenities in the area as well as the character of the buildings to influence any designs. 

 
2.5.2 The Brief 

 
A wish list dated 18th June 2018, was circulated by the Management Committee to highlight what they 
would like to be incorporated. Some examples of other local village halls was issued to confirm preferred 
spatial arrangements.  
 
2.5.3 Consultation  
 
Community engagement has been carried out at various stages to understand what features and 
activities, existing and potential users, would like to see. Feedback included: 

 
• Favouring the construction of the village hall on a new site. 
• Facilities and activities for teenagers to be incorporated. 
• Better heating to be provided, if the existing hall is redeveloped. 
• Car parking an issue. 
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• A larger, better designed village hall is needed. 
• Better catering facilities at the village hall. 
 
2.5.4 Start Up Meeting Appraisal  
 
In June 2018, a start up meeting was held, to clarify the different options for the future of the village hall, 
in order for designs to be drawn up. 

 
An inspection of the short-listed sites was also held, to establish their merits and to carry out a basic 
check measure survey, to define boundaries and site limitations. The additional feedback received from 
the Committee included: 

 
• Carry out a review of new build and refurbishment options. 
• Design to incorporate as many facilities needed by the community as feasible. 
• Incorporate better car parking facilities. 
• BREEAM sustainability standards to be consider. 

 
2.5.5 Initial Design Options 

 
Plans and outline layouts have been drawn up by Focus Consultants. Option 1 is a new hall on the 
allotments, option 2 consists of a hall and sports block to service the existing cricket and football field 
adjacent the allotments. 
 
The refurbishment option has been considered, however discounted on the grounds of parking. 

 
2.5.6 Other Surveys 

 
A check on the Environment Agency website was carried out which confirmed both sites do not fall 
within a Flood Risk area. It is unlikely a Flood Risk Assessment will be required for Planning. 

 
Pre-application advice was sought in July 2018 to establish if the proposals would be supported by the 
Rutland Council and if there would be any issues that needed to be considered further. A letter response 
was provided in September 2018, see later on.  
 

2.6 Identified Issues 
 
2.6.1 Existing Village Hall  
 
A Structural Survey was carried out by another Consultant which identified the following issues with the 
existing hall: 

 
• Wet rot to the timber frame due to lack of a DPM. 
• Wood boring beetle infestation. 
• Sagging of roof rafters, possibly due to moss build-up. 
• Possible asbestos roof tiles. 
• Structural integrity of the supporting brick piers poses a potential risk to the public. 
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• Cracking throughout building, likely due to thermal movement. 
• Corroded steelwork supporting the chimney flue. 

 
From our limited inspection of the hall, it is evident that the building is requiring extended repairs and 
maintenance and is reaching the end of its serviceable life. It will take extensive investment to attempt 
to retain this building. 

 
2.6.2 Existing Site  
 
The following issues have been raised following the Structural Report, Community Consultations and 
Planning Advice: 

 
a) The site hosts poor ground conditions, pile foundations are recommended to stabilise the building 

for the long term view or if a replacement hall is re-built. 
 
b) Lack of car parking spaces. Rutland Council have already commented they wish to see an increase 

in provision, particularly if the hall demand increase.  
 
c) The use of land adjacent the hall would have an adverse impact on the character of the 

Conservation area, parking would be allowed for no more than 28 days a year on this site. 
 
d) The site is restricted in terms of space and nominal improvements to the overall floor space could 

be made. The option of refurbishment and extending would have a small positive impact. 
 

2.6.3 Proposed Layout at the Allotment/Quarry Site 
 
Any loss of the allotments area would not be supported by the Planning Department as this contributes 
to a loss of public green space which is currently in use. 

 
A new building with associated car parking would have a significant impact on the approach to the 
conservation area, though this could be supported if the parking was located within the dip of the quarry. 
Use of the existing access along Wakerley Road would be undesirable. 

 
2.7 Options Appraisal and Proposed Layout 
 

2.7.1 Options 1 and 2 
 

Refer to Appendices 2 and 3 for the Option Layouts, considered. 
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2.8 Estimated Project Costs 
 
2.8.1 Option 1 – New Build on the Allotments Site 
 
See below elemental breakdown for costs. 

Notes, exclusions and assumptions are made below. Costs based on following Drawings: 
 
• R1337-001 Option 1 – Floor Plan 
• R1337-002 Option 2 – Site Plan. 

 
 

Barrowden Village Hall - Option 1 New Build on Allotments Site Plan

Cost 
Centre Element of Work Qty Unit Rate Core Works Total 

(£) Notes

0

0.1 Site preparation 2616 m2 2 5,232                      Assume minimal removals and levelling works

£5,232
1

1.1 New village hall 294 m2 1774 521,556                  £1774/m2 BCIS Mean- Brick construction community 
centre - September 2018; Inc prelims, profits and 
overheads

1.1.1 E.O Roof overhang detail 1 item 7000 7,000                      Allowance
1.1.2 E.O Acoustics 1 item 10000 10,000                    Allowance

£538,556
2

2.1.1 Tarmac roads and car park (incl sub-base) 883 m2 90 79,470                    
2.1.2.1 E.O white lining 1 item 500 500                         
2.1.3 Tarmac footpath (incl sub-base) 50 m2 55 2,750                      
2.1.4 Gravel parking spaces (incl sub-base) 438 m2 25 10,950                    
2.1.5 Concrete paving slabs; 600x600mm 167 m2 60 10,020                    
2.1.6 Concrete pin kerbs 963 m 15 14,445                    
2.1.7 Decking 91 m2 120 10,920                    Softwood boards
2.1.8 Low level stone wall to perimeter of decking 1 item 2000 2,000                      Allowance; assumed 1m high
2.1.9 Timber fencing to decking 26 m 40 1,040                      assumed 1.2m high
2.1.9.1 E.O gates to fence 2 nr 300 600                         
2.1.10 Shrub planting 50 m2 65 3,250                      Inc top-soil
2.1.11 Seeding 549 m2 12 6,588                      Inc top-soil
2.1.12 Drainage 1 item 10000 10,000                    Allowance
2.1.13 Surface water drainage - soakaways 1 item 6000 6,000                      Allowance
2.1.14 Incoming services 1 item 20000 20,000                    Allowance

£178,533

£722,321

3
3.1 General allowance 10% 18,377                    To 'Facilitating Works' and 'Externals' only
4
4.1 General allowance 8% 14,701                    To 'Facilitating Works' and 'Externals' only

£755,399
5
5.1 Consultants Fees 15% 113,310

£868,709
6
6.1 Other development/project costs excl. 0 Excluded

£868,709
7
7.1 Contingency 10% 86,871                    

£955,579
8
8.1 Assume mid-point construction 3Q 2021 12.93% 123,556                  

£1,079,136

Costs Based on Following Drawings:
Focus Consultants
R1337-001 Option 1 - Floor Plan
R1337-002 Option 1 - Site Plan

Exclusions:
Value Added Tax.
Land/ site acquisition costs.
Exceptional Site Conditions.
Asbestos removal.
Dealing with archaeology, antiquities and endangered species.
Local Authority charges or road closures etc.
Planning Permission Fee and associated reports.
Loose FF&E.
Moveable stage.
Works to gas station.
Out of hours working.

Assumptions:
Procurement will be carried out on a D&B JCT contract.
There will be no excessive restrictions on the Contractor during the construction process.

Assumed good access to the site.
Allowed for 50m2 of tarmac footpath along existing track road.
A contingency allowance of 10% has been included.

It is assumed the water, electric, gas supply is readily available locally and adequately in terms of capacity. No allowance has been made for upgrading any services infrastructure.

Sub Total Construction Works

Preliminaries

Notes, Exclusions and Assumptions:

No allowance has been made for any contamination or exceptional site conditions. We would recommend allowing for a Client’s contingency sum of 10% to be expended if required on 
unforeseen items of works. This has been included in the figures shown.

Facilitating Works

Sub Total

Budget Cost Estimate - October 2018

Sub Total

New Build

External Works

Sub Total

Other Risks / Contingency Sub-Total 
Inflation

Total Forecast Cost

Main Contractors Overheads and Profit

Project / Design Team Fees

Sub Total Project / Design Team 
Other Development / Project Costs

Risk Allowances

Sub Total Main Contractors Costs

Other Development / Project Costs Sub-Total
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Exclusions: 
 

• Value Added Tax 
• Land/Site acquisition costs 
• Exceptional Site Conditions 
• Asbestos Removal 
• Dealing with archaelogoy, antiquities and endangered species 
• Local Authority charged or road closures etc 
• Planning Permission Fee and associated reports 
• Loose FF&E 
• Moveable Stage 
• Works to gas station 
• Out of hours working. 
 
Assumptions: 

 
• Procurement will be carried out on a JCT D&B Contract. 
• There will be no excessive restrictions on the Contractor during Construction process. 
• No allowance has been made for any contamination or exception site conditions. We recommend 

allowing for a Clients contingency sum of 10% to be expended if required on unforeseen works. 
• It is assumed the water, electric, gas supply is readily available locally and adequately in terms of 

capacity. No allowance has been made for upgrading any services infrastructure.  
• Assumed good access to the site. 
• Allowed for 50m2 of tarmac footpath along existing track road. 
• A contingency allowance of 10% has been included. 
 

2.9 Design Options Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
2.9.1 Preferred Option 
 
Based on previous community engagement, a new build village hall was preferred over a refurbishment 
of the existing village hall. Comments included the need for a larger kitchen, hall and additional space 
for meetings which have all been incorporated into the plans. 

 
2 Nr options have so far been drawn up, one of which includes a sports block.  

 
2.9.2 Recommendations 

 
Following comments from the Planning Officer, a meeting is to be arranged to discuss the potential 
option of a new build village hall on the cricket field, involving the Committee and Focus Consultants. 

 
Previous ideas can also be recapped at this meeting, to make a decision on where the best location/site 
for the hall would be and create a more solid proposal for the project. This will pave the way forward for 
any future design options and costings to be made. 
 
We have devised a table to illustrate all costs associated with gaining planning approval including 
additional surveys, which is located within Appendix 4. 
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Part 3:  Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
Following a review of the findings of the needs analysis, the options appraisal work and feedback from 
Rutland County Council Planning Department, the following conclusions and recommendations are 
made: 
 
• Feedback from Rutland County Council suggest that the development of a new build community 

facility on open land at the far north of the village (around the recreation ground / allotments) is 
unlikely to be supported.  Whilst there is some support for this approach in the village, it is clear 
there is a lot of concern locally about the potential impact of development in this area. 

 
• The existing community facilities are not meeting the needs of the community and the needs 

analysis identified evidence that the needs of children, young people and adult sport and recreation 
are not being met. 

 
• The existing village hall was built in 1927 and although has benefitted from an extensive programme 

of refurbishment over the years, it is nearing the end of its useful life.  If nothing further is done, the 
village hall will eventually reach the end of its life and cease to serve as an adequate venue. 

 
• A new build on the site of the existing village hall is likely to be supported from a planning 

perspective.  The County Council are unlikely to support the use of the undeveloped land adjacent 
to the existing village hall for car parking.  However, its use for informal parking on an ad-hoc basis 
for no more than 28 days a year may not require permission.  

 
• Use of this land, for parking for up to 28 days is likely to be sufficient for larger events and private 

hires as the needs analysis shows that over 90% of people walk to the village hall.  In addition, the 
existing village hall location is considered more accessible than the open land to the north of the 
village.  With careful design, it is considered there may be an opportunity to create at least some 
permanent car parking spaces, particularly for disabled people. 

 
• The existing village hall site benefits from close proximity to the community shop, creating 

something of a village ‘hub’.  The site of the hall is also already in the ownership of the Barrowden 
Village Hall Management Committee. 

 
• It is recommended that a priority project or the Village Facilities Plan is to look at restructuring the 

existing village hall site to provide a new, fit for purpose community facility. 
 
• It is recommended that, given the temporary nature of the existing community shop building, the 

new community facility and the shop are co-located to create a vibrant hub with more of a drop in / 
hub feel rather than a traditional village hall facility. 
 

• The opportunity to include some form of health provision in partnership with Uppingham Surgery 
should also be considered as part of this hub approach 
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• It will be important to complement the proposed reordering of St Peter’s Church and therefore it is 
recommended that the new community facility is a flexible space which is capable of hosting a 
range of indoor recreation activities as well as being attractive for private hires.  This will 
complement St Peter’s Church which will be more suitable for smaller groups, meetings and music 
events. 
 

• In terms of sports provision, another key element of the Facilities Plan is a new pavilion and games 
room on the recreation ground to replace the existing facility on this site and meet the needs 
identified in terms of more formal sports provision and outdoor sports. 

 
• Linked to this should be an enhanced play offer, with facilities for older children as well as adult 

outdoor fitness equipment in the area around the recreation ground / allotments 
 

• It will be important to agree a phased approach to the implementation of these projects as raising 
funding for all at the same time will be challenging.  Given the limited remaining life of the village 
hall (up to 10 years) and the temporary nature of the community shop building, it is suggested that 
the reordering of this site should be considered the first priority for the Village Facilities Plan. 

 
• In order to take this project forward, it is recommended that local fundraising activity takes place to 

establish a fund to pay for the work required and demonstrate local commitment.  It has been 
identified that funds of around £30,000 will be needed to get a new community facility project to 
planning permission.    Overall, it is suggested that the local community should be contributing 
around 5% of the total project costs, although this would not all need to be raised before funding 
applications are submitted. 

 
• It is important to have a strong vision and support for a project which has been well developed so 

as to be able to respond quickly to fund opportunities as they arise. 
 

• As part of this development work, the Village Hall Management Committee may wish to develop an 
application to the Big Lottery Fund’s Reaching Communities Programme to employ a project 
development worker to develop activities to address rural isolation, loneliness, inter-generational 
tension, as identified in the needs analysis and to help develop the proposed new community facility 
project.  This work would further help to demonstrate need and demand for a new facility.  The 
application could potentially include a small capital element to improve the areas of the village hall 
in most need of investment in order to retain the facility for as long as possible. 
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3.1 The Current Grant Funding Environment 
 
Whilst a full funding review has not been undertaken at this stage it is worth noting the following key 
messages with regards to funding streams. 
 
3.1.1 Community Centre/ Village Hall Funding 
 
From Focus’ knowledge of other community builds in recent years we are aware that the funding 
environment has become increasingly difficult.  A number of funders who have previously grant funded 
the capital development of local community facilities/ community centres/ village halls in the past have 
recently been closed or are currently under review.   
 
In addition, Barrowden may not be a priority geographical area for some funders.  Whilst we can 
demonstrate the area does suffer from deprivation in terms of access to services, many funders are 
looking to priority fund projects in areas where the need is at the highest.   
 
Sources of funding may be available, but with more competition this could take longer to secure, and 
may come with more delivery requirements.  Given that many consultees highlighted that something 
needs to be done immediately, the timescales for securing grant funding could prevent this from being 
a ‘quick fix’ solution. 
 
3.1.2 Sports Funding 
 
An initial review of sports funding shows that there are some potential funders for sports facilities, but 
any money will come with delivery requirements.  Some brief details are shown below but this should 
be read in conjunction with the full guidance. 
 
3.1.3 Football Foundation – Premier League & The FA Facilities Fund 
 
Sport England directly funds the Football Foundation which provides funding to a range of football 
projects. The Premier League & The FA Facilities Fund is available to football clubs, schools, councils 
and local sports associations. It is focused on supporting the development of new or refurbished local 
football facilities, improving the experience of playing the national game at the lowest levels, and helping 
to increase participation in football across the country. 
 
The Fund is managed by the Football Foundation on behalf of its funding partners – the Premier League, 
The FA and the Government, via Sport England. The Premier League & The FA Facilities Fund gives 
grants for projects that: 
 
• Improve facilities for football and other sport in local communities. 
• Sustain or increase participation amongst children and adults, regardless of background age, or 

ability. 
• Help children and adults to develop their physical, mental, social and moral capacities through 

regular participation in sport. 
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The types of facilities they give money for include:  Grass pitches drainage/improvements, Pavilions, 
clubhouses and changing rooms, 3G Football Turf Pitches (FTPs) and multi-use games areas, Fixed 
floodlights for artificial pitches.  The maximum grant available is £500,000. 
 
They welcome applications from football clubs, professional clubs' community trusts, multi-sport clubs, 
local authorities, all educational establishments, registered charitable organisations, not for profit 
companies limited by guarantee, industrial and provident societies and unincorporated not for profit 
organisations.  All applications must have security of tenure either by freehold or leasehold.  A minimum 
of 25 years security of tenure is required by leasehold. 
 
Priority for applications involving professional club community programmes will be given to 
projects that are located within areas of high deprivation (as defined by the Governments 
Indices of Deprivation). For projects outside of these areas, priority will be given to those that 
can demonstrate that it draws a significant proportion of its participants from neighbouring 
deprived areas. 
 
3.1.4 Sport England – Community Asset Fund  
 
The Community Asset Fund focusses on traditional sports facilities and is a programme dedicated to 
enhancing the spaces in the local community that give people the opportunity to be active. Sport 
England want to help local organisations to create good customer experiences and financially 
sustainable facilities that benefit their community for years to come.   Grants are available for community 
organisations, sports clubs, statutory bodies and educational establishments to enhance local 
community spaces which encourage people to play sport and get active.  
 
Three levels of funding are available:  
 
• Small Scale Investments – Typically ranging between £1,000 and £15,000 to cover the cost of 

emergency works or something stopping people from being able to stay active right now. 
• Medium Scale Investments – Typically ranging between £15,000 and £50,000 to make more 

substantial changes. This might be an upgrade to an existing facility or developing a new space. 
• Large Scale Investments – Typically ranging between £50,000 and £150,000 for projects which 

can demonstrate a considerable impact or are targeting under-represented groups.  
 
Sport England can fund multi-sport projects that include football – but football must not be the 
majority activity that is being funded.  
 
Sport England wants to achieve the following through this funding programme:  
 
• Improve and protect existing sports facilities that support the needs of local communities. 
• Invest in new and different places that meet the needs of local communities  
• Ensure investment reaches organizations that have not accessed Sport England’s funding before 
• Create a more resilient, sustainable, less grant dependent sport sector.  
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3.1.5 Sport England – Strategic Facilities Fund 2017-2021 
 
The key objective of the Fund is to support the sector to invest strategically to deliver local outcomes 
essential to those local communities. This means starting with local insight and really understanding 
what the local community needs and wants. It means thinking about a whole area to make sure existing 
and future facilities will work together, not just looking at an individual building or the needs of an 
individual sport. Sport England has allocated a budget of c.£40m of National Lottery funding to award 
from 2017-2021.  
 
Applications will be invited on a solicited-only basis and grants of between £500,000 and £2,000,000 
can be considered for a standalone project or as a contribution to a strategic plan that includes more 
than one project. Funding is available for the development of capital infrastructure, which can contribute 
to the costs of new build, modernisation or refurbishment and purchasing of major fixed equipment.  
 
The key objectives of the fund are: 
 
• To encourage the market to be clear about the purpose of their investment, encouraging 

development of sustainable environments capable of supporting service delivery which delivers 
against their local outcomes. 

 
• To encourage the market to work collaboratively (cross sector and boundaries) utilising insight to 

determine local outcomes, target audience and to understand the behaviour change needed to 
achieve the outcomes. 

 
• To attract capital investment into local facilities, providing new opportunities to encourage people to 

live healthier and more active lifestyles. 
 

3.2 Heritage Funding 
 
As the village sits in a Conservation Area, there could be potential for heritage funding, depending on 
the nature of the projects being developed.   
 
In late January 2019, the Heritage Lottery Fund will publish a new Strategic Funding Framework and 
will open a new funding portfolio. This will be a simpler and more flexible funding offer, with a single 
open programme for all types of heritage project, and new resources and digital guidance on our 
website to support applicants. They will offer grants from £3000 to £5 million, with proportionate 
processes and requirements at different levels of grant. 
 
Whilst the Heritage Lottery Fund has supported new build facilities in the past, this has been largely 
about securing important collections or archives that will sit within these buildings.  It is considered very 
unlikely that the Heritage Lottery Fund will support a new build community facility. 
 
There is some potential for funding if there was a project focused on securing an existing building but 
as the existing village hall is not listed, it is considered that it would not be seen as a high priority. 
 
 



Barrowden Village Hall Facilities Report 

R0855 Barrowden Village Facilities Report 56 October 2018 

 
Summary – Grant Funding 
 
• Grant funding is not as easy to secure as it has been historically.  There is more competition for 

grants, and many funding awards come with caveats on what the money can be used for/ spent 
on or with additional requirements for the services that must be available. 

 
• This added competition can add to the already lengthy time period for delivering a grant funded 

community facility. 
 
• It is vital that local fundraising takes place to fund some further development work but also to 

contribute to the capital costs of a new project. 
 
• A mixed funding package – i.e. securing multiple grants from a range of funders is likely to be 

required, although a new funding opportunity may arise at any time which will support new 
community buildings.  With this in mind, it is important for Barrowden Village Hall Committee to 
continue to develop their vision for a new community facility in order to be well placed to respond 
to these opportunities. 

 
 

 
 



Barrowden Village Hall Facilities Report 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 1  
Awards for All Grant 
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Appendix 3  

Pre-application Advice Letter dated 26th September 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms Victoria Bell      By e-mail only 
 
26 September 2018 
 
Our Reference: 2018/0747/PRE 
 
 
Dear Ms Bell  
 
Preliminary Enquiry relating to Replacement Barrowden Village Hall 
 
Thank you for your enquiry concerning the above site and apologise for the delay in 
responding. 
 
There are 2 elements to your enquiry, one on the land at and adjoining the existing Village 
Hall and the site to the north of Wakerley Road. Both sites are within the Barrowden 
Conservation Area.  
 
There would be no objection in principle to replacing the Village Hall on its existing site, the 
main issues would be design and scale and the statutory requirement to ensure that the 
character of the conservation area is preserved or enhanced. We cannot comment further in 
the absence of any plans for that site, including elevations. 
 
The use of the undeveloped land adjacent to the existing village hall for car parking would 
have an adverse impact on the character and appearance of the Conservation Area.   It is 
important for its intrinsic qualities as an open space and as such contributes to the setting of 
nearby Listed and unlisted buildings. This is unlikely therefore to be acceptable. Its use for 
informal parking on an ad-hoc basis for no more than 28 days a year may not require 
permission but any surfacing or other works would require permission. 
 
The site proposed for a new village hall is just outside the Planned Limit to Development for 
the village and hence in open countryside and is currently used as allotments, which appear 
to be well used and maintained.  The current use and the typical paraphernalia that comes 
with its use has only a limited impact on the setting of this part of the Conservation Area. 
 
The loss of allotments would be contrary to Policy CS23 (Green Infrastructure) (and CS23(c) 
in particular) of the Rutland Core Strategy which states that  
 
The existing green infrastructure network will be safeguarded, improved and enhanced by 
further provision to ensure accessible multi-functional green spaces by linking existing areas 
of open space. This will be achieved by:  
 
 the continued development of a network of green spaces, paths and cycleways in and 

around the towns and villages;  
 requiring new development to make provision for high quality and multifunctional open 

spaces of an appropriate size and will also provide links to the existing green 
infrastructure network;  

telephone: 01572 722 577 

fax: 01572 758 373 

email: planning@rutland.gov.uk 

web: www.rutland.gov.uk 

DX: 28340 Oakham 

 

Rutland County Council 

Catmose 

Oakham 

Rutland  

LE15 6HP 

http://www.rutland.gov.uk/


 

 

 resisting development resulting in the loss of green infrastructure or harm to its use or 
enjoyment by the public. Proposals involving the loss of green infrastructure will not be 
supported unless there is no longer a need for the existing infrastructure or an alternative 
is provided to meet the local needs that is both accessible and of equal or greater quality 
and benefit to the community;  

 resisting the loss of sport and recreation facilities where they are deficient and supporting 
the provision of additional new facilities in an equally accessible location as part of the 
development, particularly where this will provide a range of facilities of equal or better 
quality on a single site or provide facilities that may be used for a variety of purposes.   

 
Any new building and associated car parking will undoubtedly have a significant impact on 
the approach to the Conservation Area along Wakerley Road from the east. 
 
The site is slightly undulating and, if the development were to be considered acceptable on 
the basis that the public benefit outweighs heritage considerations, then it would be 
important to ensure that the design and materials reflect the local vernacular.   Serried ranks 
of car parking would also have a negative impact on the scene but if located mainly in the 
dip in  the landform it would have less impact than on the more prominent upper 
slopes.  Some enhancement of the site boundaries by way of hedge and native tree planting 
would be beneficial as well to help the development blend into the surroundings.  
 
The use of an existing access to the field to the east would be undesirable as it would no 
doubt need to be ‘improved’ with asphalt surfacing and concrete kerbs to the radii, thus 
transforming a rural feature to an urban one.  I suggest therefore that access should be 
within the existing site frontage. 
 
There may also be archaeological implications on this land. I am awaiting a response from 
our archaeological consultants and will pass on as soon as possible. Similarly I am awaiting 
comments from highways and ecology and will pass on similarly. 
 
I wonder if you intended to show the development on the adjacent cricket field, which would 
be more logical? If you wish to discuss these options in more detail please let me know and  
we can arrange a meeting once I have full consultations back.  
 
The above comments represent my initial views on your proposals and are made without 
prejudice to any decision the Local Planning Authority may make in respect of a subsequent 
application, and are given without the opportunity to consider all the relevant issues that may 
arise from consultation or may be expressed by local residents and other members of the 
public. 
 
I hope this is of help for now. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

N J Hodgett 
 
Nick Hodgett 
Development Control 
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Option 1 Plans 
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Appendix 5  

Option 2 Plans 
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Appendix 6  

Barrowden Planning Stage Costs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Client: Barrowden Village Hall Management Committee

Job Number: R1337

Project: New Village Hall in Barrowden

Title: Barrowden Planning Stage Costs

Revision: -

Date: 10/10/2018

Form of Contract JCT Design and Build

Total Project Costs TBC

Fees up to Planning Stage Notes

Description

Ground Investigation £3,500 Reduce risk by carrying out now.

Noise Impact Assessment £1,800 Likely to come up through Planning. To include basic spec for hall.

Topographical Survey £650

Ecology Survey £800

Planning Fees £3,200 To be confirmed with Planners (approximate based on previous village hall project)

Statutory Services £250 Electric, Water, Drainage and BT

Architectural Designer £2,750 Preparing drawings, design and access statement, planning application, filling forms

Principal Designer £1,000

Consulting Engineer £3,450 Concept Drainage and Foundations

Sub Total £17,400

Value Added Tax @ 20% £3,480

Funding/Business Planning £5,000 If required before Planning Stage. Further instruction to be given.

Total £22,400

Value Added Tax @ 20% £4,480

TOTAL £26,880
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Appendix 7  

Land Registry Details 

 






