
Barrowden Parish Council 

 

Wakerley Quarry 

 

Non-Material Amendment Application – Extended Weekday Operating Hours – 

Planning Objection 

 

With reference to the subject application to be discussed at the Barrowden Parish Council 

Meeting on the 13th of May 2020 and with reference to the associated Mick George letter of 

application dated 22 April 2020 I would like to register my objection to the requested 

extension of weekday working hours on the following grounds: 

 

a. Variance or Extension. There would appear to be a slight confusion of 

language within the main body of the application between whether it is 

either a variation or an extension in hours that is being sought.  The plain 

truth is that we are addressing an overt extension dressed up as a temporary 

measure.  Indeed, and as an aside, one is tempted to suggest that the 

application is nothing more than an attempt to establish a precedent for the 

future of increased working hours every summer in order to take commercial 

advantage of an increase in natural light. 

b. Justification – Para 6. On the face of it, it seems illogical to suggest that an 

organization of the scale and reputation of Mick George has been caught out 

by an unexpected upsurge in construction projects.  Here no current 

extraction figures have been offered in order to provide a benchmark against 

which an increase in demand can be validated.  Even so the language used 

by the proposer hardly suggests an increase in hours is essential – vis Para 3 

“ we would ideally like to…..”  Similarly, it is suggested at one point that 

the demand is ‘on going’ and at another as ‘unprecedented’.  One thus 

concludes that the justification for this application is somewhat weak and 

questionable.     

c. Vehicular traffic – Para 3.  It is noted that the hours of HGV traffic are not to 

be extended in line with the increase in extraction.  While this is welcomed, 

one is conversely drawn to conclude that HGV traffic will increase during 

the currently approved hours in order to match the proposed increase in 

extraction.  Here, the resultant increase in noise levels and air pollution is 

challenged and should under all circumstances be mitigated against. 

d. Degradation of a prized rural setting.  The destruction of prized rural 

settings for the purposes of concreting over more distant urban settings is to 

be strongly discouraged.  However, where such actions are deemed essential 

and unavoidable then every reasonable safeguard should be taken to mitigate 

both their long and short-term impacts as well as take advantage of Section 

106 opportunities on both sides of the valley – vis the future ‘Village Hub’.  

e. Language. – Para 9.  The tone and veiled threat contained within this 

paragraph is to say the least unfortunate and does little to endear Mick 

George to the local community. 

 

In wishing to proffer a logical way forward I offer the Parish Council the following points of 

mitigation for their consideration: 

 



a.  Efficiency.  Assuming the suggested unprecedented and temporary demand for 

increased quantities of stone above the current production capacity is independently 

confirmed, it is strongly suggested that Mike George should be encouraged to identify 

and adopt more efficient quarrying practices across the totality their sites as an 

alternative approach to merely increasing the hours of operation at Wakerley. 

 

b.  Enhanced Noise Monitoring. In noting that the county boundary is neither a noise 

nor a visual barrier to activity at the quarry from the Rutland side of the valley it is 

proposed that a Noise Monitoring Point be established at the western end of 

Barrowden.  Here it should be recognized that the combination of the topography of 

the Welland valley and the prevailing south westerly wind direction result in 

something of a sound trumpet effect that funnels noise across and along the valley in 

the direction of Barrowden. 

 

c.  Increased On Site Stockpiling. Additional extraction will undoubtedly result in an 

increase in on site stockpiling.  Such stockpiles should be sited and kept below the 

skyline and extant vegetation screening as viewed from Barrowden.  Something that 

has already in part been ignored, thus presenting a distinct industrial eyesore across 

the picturesque rural setting of the Welland. 

 

In conclusion and mitigation aside, the Parish Council are encourage not to lend their support 

to this - as submitted - application for an extension of working hours over the forthcoming 

Summer months.  

 

 

 

 

S J Lloyd 

 

9 May 2020 

 


