
 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BARROWDEN PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE 

VILLAGE HALL, BARROWDEN ON TUESDAY 10 OCTOBER 2017 AT 7.45 PM 

 

Present: Sheila Saunders (Chairman), Gordon Brown, Michael Griffiths, Norman Pridmore, 

Sue Pickwoad, The Clerk.  

2 members of the public also attended. 

 

OPEN FORUM 

No matters were raised. 

 

 

COUNCIL MEETING 

 

1. A presentation was given by Simon Mutsaars of Citizens Advice Rutland. He outlined 

the work of Citizens Advice and explained its role in the Rutland Community Wellbeing 

Service. It was resolved to assist Citizens Advice and the Wellbeing Service in publicising 

their events and activities. 

 

2. Apologies were received and accepted from Mark Butler and Grace Wilkinson. 

 

3. A declaration of interest was received from Sue Pickwoad in respect of agenda item 28 

the Outstanding Issues List (specifically the Mill Lane map). 

 

4. The Minutes of the meeting of 4 September 2017 were approved. 

 

 

Matters arising from the Minutes of the meeting of 4 September 2017 

 

5. Noted: that stewardship of the new projector for the Village Hall, if the purchase goes 

ahead, will rest with the VH Committee and that the Committee proposes to make a charge 

for use of the projector to organisations other than the Council meeting in the Hall. 

 

6.. RCC Green waste disposal. Agreed: to write to RCC seeking clarification of the 

statutory requirements of RCC in the collection of household waste, in particular in respect of 

recyclable waste. 

 

7. Remembrance Day Poppies. Resolved: to order 10 poppies and invite residents to 

sponsor them. 

 

 

 



 

 

8. Noted: that a complaint had been received about fencing on the bank of the Welland by the 

Environment Agency. Resolved: Michael Griffiths to investigate. 

 

9. It was noted that Norman Pridmore was unable to serve on the Village Hall Committee 

and agreed that for the time being the Council would not nominate a representative on the 

Committee. 

 

10. It was agreed, on behalf of the Barrowden Recreation Ground and Village Greens Trust, 

to purchase two warning signs for the duckpond at a cost of £30 each plus VAT, using the 

design prepared by Keith Hensby, and to attach them directly to the duckpond railings. It was 

resolved to thank Keith for this work. 

 

11. Resolved: to pay £1191 to RCC for the Grasscrete on the Wheel Lane triangle, as per the 

original estimate. 

 

12. Resolved: to write to the Chief Fire Officer at Leicestershire Fire and Rescue Service 

reporting the Council’s misgivings about the projected access to the new dwelling at 12 

Chapel as per the current planning application. 

 

13. Resolved: to write a letter of complaint about the lack of public input into building 

regulations decisions. 

 

14. Resolved: to take no further action about a borehole on the allotments in the light of the 

feasibility report from Envireau. 

 

15. Resolved: to write to the parish councils at Morcott and South Luffenham to inform them 

that in the Barrowden Parish poll on electoral ward boundaries over 60% of those voting 

wished to link with Tixover, Morcott and South Luffenham.. 

 

 

Correspondence 

16. In response to the email from Julian Harrison, agreed: to ask Noel Witts and Christopher 

Armstrong whether they might arrange an event for Holocaust Memorial Day on 27 

January. 

17. Email of 2 October from Julie Brown of RCC School Admissions. Noted: that the 

current consultation will not affect North Luffenham School. 

18. Noted: letter from BHIB brokers re renewal of BPC insurance policy and identical letter 

re  BRGVGT. Resolved: to seek competitive quotations nearer to the renewal dates. 

 



 

 

19. Noted: emails to and from Stuart Kidd of RCC re tree planting in Barrowden. It was 

agreed that the outcome was unsatisfactory. Resolved: to write to RCC questioning the 

apparently arbitrary choice of species to plant, Michael Griffiths to draft. 

 

 

 

 

Finance 

 

20. Noted: the certified Annual Return 2017 and the accompanying letter from Grant 

Thornton. 

 

21. Noted and approved: financial measures taken by the Clerk/RFO under delegated 

powers since 5 July, viz.:  

Payment to Rutland County Carpenters for railings and picnic table (Minute 31 of 5 

July refers) 

Payment to RCC for lighting (as per budget approved 5 July) 

Payment to the Clerk for printer cartridge (Draft minute 24 of 4 September refers) 

Payment to Playdale for delivery charge (Minute 29 of 5 July refers) 

Instruction to Russell Clarke to carry out grass cutting on the proposed dog walking 

area (Draft minute 22 of 4 September refers) 

 

22. The RFO presented a reconciled bank statement showing a balance as at 1 October of 

£18,220.25. He reported unpaid invoices totalling approx. £1028, £280 possibly to be 

returned to Tesco, £178 held on behalf the Barrowden Recreation Ground and Village Greens 

Trust, and £1191 set aside for the Grasscrete on Wheel Lane. Some £1400 income was 

anticipated from rents for the field and the allotments. 

23. Approved: payment of £104.88 in total to Matthew Rumbelow for items purchased for 

refurbishment of the Council noticeboard. 

 

24. Approved: payment to the Clerk of £19.99 for renewal of the Norton Security on the 

Council’s laptop. 

 

25. Approved: payment to the Clerk of £12.97 for 2 ring binders for A4 Welcome Packs and 

1 binder for BPC Minutes 

 

26. Received: a statement from the Acting Secretary and Treasurer of BRGVGT of time 

spent by him on Trust affairs from 1 August to 30 September 2017, totalling 7.5 hours. 

Resolved: to pay these hours at the hourly rate presently paid to the Clerk. 

 

27. Income and expenditure to 30 September 2017 was reviewed and a forecast of the 

financial position of the Council to end March 2018 was received. It was agreed that, while 

the forecast was broadly in line with the budget, prudence was necessary in expenditure over 

the remaining six months of the financial year. 

 



 

 

28. In relation to the 2018/19 budget, it was agreed that funds would be set aside for 

updating and further printing of the Welcome Pack and for refurbishment or replacement of 

benches. Resolved: to obtain estimates for the repair or replacement of the concrete bench on 

the verge by the Recreation Ground and for the wooden picnic table at the duckpond. 

 

29. It was agreed that there was not a case for introducing a formal participatory budgeting 

approach at present, although the idea would be kept under review. In the meantime, it was 

resolved to explore further ways of involving residents in expenditure decisions, in particular 

via publicity in the parish magazine. 

 

30. Resolved: to adopt an expenses policy for councillors when engaged on Council business 

outside the parish as presented to the meeting. 

 

 

 

Planning 

 

31. Re the revised planning applications in relation to 2 Kings Lane, resolved: to 

recommend approval of the applications. No decision had been taken yet by RCC about 12 

Chapel Lane.  

 

 

  

Other Matters 

 

32. Agreed: that the Council itself was not in a position to implement a Good Neighbour 

Scheme in Barrowden but that residents be informed of the Whissendine scheme through the 

parish magazine, in the hope that volunteers would come forward. 

 

33. Resolved: to purchase a desk-high mobile 3 drawer filing cabinet for the Clerk/RFO’s use 

at a cost of no more than £179. 

 

34. Resolved: to defer a decision about planting of trees/shrubs on the Wheel Lane triangle 

until the question of responsibility for the triangle had been clarified and in the meantime to 

reply to the email from Emily Frikha of 29 September, seeking in particular an assurance 

about maintenance of the Grasscrete. 

35. Deferred: a review of the Outstanding Issues List as revised by the Clerk on 4 

September in the light of councillors’ comments. 

36. Received:  updated declarations of interest from Sheila Saunders Michael Griffiths and 

Sue Pickwoad (declarations previously received from Gordon Brown and Grace Wilkinson). 

 

 

 

Reports 

 

37. Reports were received as follows: 

 

On RCC matters from Gordon Brown in his capacity as county councillor 

Neighbourhood Plan Group 



 

 

RCC and Ministry of Defence St. George’s Project 

Patients Participation Group 26 September. 

  

38. Confirmed: the date of the next Parish Council meeting: 14 November 2017. Resolved, 

provisionally: to meet from January 2018 on the second Monday of each month. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheila Saunders…………………  Chairman   …14 November 2017………………….  Date 


