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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BARROWDEN PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE 

VILLAGE HALL, BARROWDEN ON MONDAY 12 FEBRUARY 2018 AT 7.45 PM 

 

Present: Sheila Saunders (Chairman), Gordon Brown, Sue Pickwoad, Norman Pridmore, 

Grace Wilkinson, The Clerk.  

2 members of the public attended. 

 

OPEN FORUM 

Peter Ratcliffe expressed approval of grass cutting on verges and disappointment at the 

height and appearance of the walls of the new dwellings currently being erected at 13 Chapel 

Lane. It was suggested that Matt Clarke be asked to assist Peter in taking reliable 

measurements of the height of the walls. 

 

 

COUNCIL MEETING 

 

1. Apologies were received and accepted from Michael Griffiths. 

 

2. Declarations of interest were received from Grace Wilkinson in respect of Agenda item 

34, Report of Patients Participation Group (re Ketton Surgery) and from Gordon Brown in 

respect of item 7, Letter re dog fouling and item 34, Report of Patients Participation Group 

(re Ketton Surgery). 

 m 

3. The Clerk reported that one resident had put forward his name for co-option to the 

Council, although consideration of the nomination would not be possible until uncertainties 

about his eligibility to serve had been resolved. 

 

4. The Minutes of the meeting of 8 January 2018 were approved. 

 

 

 

Matters arising from the Minutes of the meeting of 8 January 2018 

 

5. Resolved: To order a 420 x 594 mm black and white warning sign for the play area in 

line with the proof submitted by Barkers Signs at a price of £42 + VAT, arrangements for 

erecting the sign to be agreed after its delivery. 

 

6. The visit of James Trusting, the Assistant Agent at Burghley Estates, was noted. 

Councillors reported that he had not offered any concessions in relation to the fencing by the 

river. 
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7. Noted: That the cost of a grit bin was £116 but that RCC had refused to supply one for the 

location requested by the Council and had prohibited an independent purchase. Agreed: That 

Gordon Brown would pursue the matter at RCC level and that residents of Redland Close 

were free to install a bin on their private road. 

 

 

Communications 

8. Email from Andy Sismey of 2 February 2018. Approved: The planting of a tree, at the 

family’s expense, to commemorate his father. Agreed: To invite Andy to suggest a species of 

tree and a location, pointing out that Chestnut Green was the nearest site to his father’s 

cottage but could only accommodate a small tree. 

9. Email of 28 January from a Barrowden resident re dog fouling (identity of resident 

disclosed to clerk). Resolved: To defer consideration of this email, in view of the Council’s 

policy of not considering anonymous communications, and to request the author either to re-

submit the email identifying herself or to attend the next Council meeting to present her 

views during the Open Forum. 

10. Noted: Letter from Emma Odabas of RCC re bus stop enhancements. Resolved: To 

write again to Centrebus requesting re-routing and/or ending the anomalous situation of the 

‘bus stop’ on Main Street. 

11. Letter from Dominic Raab MP, Minister of Housing, of 30 January 2018 re 

development control and building control: See minute 35 below. 

12. Email of 8 February 2018 from Denise Cunningham re Wheel Lane triangle: see 

minute 33 below. 

13. Email of 8 February 2018 from Mitchell Cunningham re Wheel Lane triangle: see 

minute 33 below. 

14. Email of 8 February 2018 from Steven Murphy re parking on Kings Lane. Noted: a) 

That the verge on Kings Lane is owned by RCC and b) That the Grasscrete parking bays on 

the Wheel Lane triangle were intended primarily for the use of occupants of 12, 14 and 16 

Wheel Lane. Resolved: To express condemnation of abuse written on vehicles and to assure 

Steven that such behaviour is not condoned by residents in Barrowden. 

15. Letter re Rutland Poppy Project. Resolved: To support the Project and seek to arrange 

for some of its events to take place in Barrowden. 

16. Email from Malcolm Philpott (received after publication of the Agenda). Agreed: To 

check the position with RCC and reply to Malcom that the matter is still under investigation. 

 



 

751 
 

 

Finance 

17. Approved: financial measures taken by the Clerk/RFO under delegated powers since 8 

January, viz.:  

Payment of £390 incl. £65 VAT to 2Commune (Draft minute of meeting of 8 January 

2018 refers) 

Payment of £837.97 incl. £3 VAT for Clerk’s salary Q3 against RCC invoice of 

16.01.18 

Order of bollard posts from Mick George at a cost of £60.61 incl. £6.77 VAT  (Draft 

minute 21 of meeting of 8 January 2018 refers) 

Deposit of £5.75 payment from Western Power for wayleave 

 

18. Approved: A reconciled bank statement showing a balance of £17,322 and a financial 

update from the RFO. Resolved: To make no further expenditures against the Tesco grant 

and to return the balance of £400. 

 

19. Resolved: To renew the Council’s annual membership of the Leicestershire and 

Rutland Playing Fields Association for 2018 at a cost of £30. 

 

20. Resolved: To renew the Council’s annual membership of the Campaign to Protect 

Rural England with effect from 30 March 2018 at a cost of £36. Resolved: To write to John 

thanking him for his service on the committee but stating that no councillor had time at 

present to take his place. 

 

21. Resolved: To order a replacement ramp and associated parts for the senior slide at the 

play area from Playdale at a cost of £715.27 plus VAT for supply and installation. 

 

22. Resolved: To order a Slamproof gate closure system for the play area at a cost of £108 

incl. VAT. 

 

23. Approved: payment of £60.61 to Clerk for purchase of bollard posts from Mick George. 

 

24. Approved: payment of the Clerk’s claim for £27.45 travelling expenses in respect of 

attendance at LRALC training course on Charitable Trusts on 29 January 2018. 

 

25. Approved: payment of £31.49 incl. VAT to Clerk for purchase of colour printer 

cartridge. 
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26. Resolved: To declare Barrowden Parish Council exempt from external audit and to 

appoint an internal auditor from the pool arranged by LRALC at an annual cost of £170. 

Agreed: To write to Ian Davidson thanking him for his services as auditor over the years. 

 

 

 

 

Planning 

 

27. Received: a verbal report on current planning applications. Resolved: In relation to 

planning application 2018/099/AGP, for the erection of a farm building on land to the north 

of Seaton Road, to write to RCC requesting that in view of its height the building should be 

screened or erected at a point to the south lower down the field. 

 

28. Received:  a record of planning applications in 2017. 

 

 

 

Play Area 

 

29. Noted and approved: play area inspection reports 3-6, 2018. 

 

30. Agreed: That a working party consisting of Gordon Brown, Sue Pickwoad and Norman 

Pridmore would carry out repairs to the play equipment, as identified in the report for week 

6, 2018, on the afternoon of 24 February. 

 

31. Resolved: To accept an offer from Playdale of 10% discount on an annual play 

equipment inspection booked before 28 February 2018 and to pursue the possibility of 

joining the RCC inspections regime as set out in the email of 16 January from Mark Loran. 

 

 

Other Matters 

32. Norman Pridmore offered to remove fallen tree branches within the parish. 

33. Resolved: To proceed as agreed with the installation of bollards at the Wheel Lane 

triangle, noting that RCC as owners of the land had urged that bollards be installed as soon 

as possible. An email from Mark and Beth Butler re the triangle, received after publication of 

the Agenda, was noted. Noted: That the bollards could be removed at a future date if it were 

judged advisable. 

34. Agreed: That Sheila Saunders and the Clerk should review the Council’s risk register 

for approval at the March meeting of the Council. 

35. Noted: That following the RCC Parish Forum meeting of 29 January a ‘task and finish’ 

group had been set up to pursue the issue of development control and building control and 

that the group would include Gordon Brown. The letter from Dominic Raab MP of 30 

January was also noted. 
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Reports received 

36. From Patients Participation Group of 30 January 2018. 

37. From Neighbourhood Planning Group meeting of 5 February 2018. Resolved: To 

arrange a joint meeting of the Council and the Neighbourhood Planning Group between 

7 and 14 March to consider the draft pre-submission plan. 

38. From Gordon Brown in his capacity as county councillor. 

39. From the Village Hall Development Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

40. Confirmed: The date of the next Parish Council meeting, 14 March 2018; and the date 

of the Annual Parish Meeting, 12 March 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheila Saunders…………Chairman               14 March 2018  …………………. Date 

 

 

 


