
RUTLAND COUNTY COUNCIL DISTRICT COUNCIL CONSTITUTION 

PART 5 - CODES AND PROTOCOLS 

MEMBERS PLANNING CODE OF GOOD PRACTICE 

Version – Feb 15 

6. Lobbying by Councillors
x Don’t become a member of, lead or represent an organisation whose primary purpose is to

lobby to promote or oppose planning proposals unless it is your intentention to openly
campaign on the matter and will therefore step away from the Committee when it comes to
make it’s decision.

x Do join general interest groups which reflect your areas of interest and which concentrate
on issues beyond particular planning proposals (such as the Victorian Society, CPRE,
Ramblers Association or a local civic society), but you should normally seek to disclose
that interest on the grounds of transparency where the organisation has made
representations on a particular proposal.

x Don’t excessively lobby fellow councillors regarding your concerns or views nor attempt
to persuade them that they should decide how to vote in advance of the meeting at
which any planning decision is to be taken

x Don’t decide or discuss how to vote on any application at any political group meeting, or
lobby any other Member to do so. Political Group Meetings should never dictate how
Members should vote on a planning issue.

7. Site Visits/Inspections

x Do try to attend site visits organised by the Council where possible.

x Don’t request a site visit unless you feel it is strictly necessary because:
- particular site factors are significant in terms of the weight attached to them relative to 

other factors or the difficulty of their assessment in the absence of a site inspection; or 
- there are significant policy or precedent implications and specific site factors need to 

be carefully addressed. 
x Do ensure that you report back to the Committee any information gained from the site visit

that you feel would benefit all Members of the Committee
x Do ensure that you treat the site visit only as an opportunity to seek information and to

observe the site.
x Do ask the officers at the site visit questions or seek clarification from them on matters

which are relevant to the site inspection.
x Don’t hear representations from any other party, with the exception of the Ward

Member(s) whose address must focus only on site factors and site issues. Where you are
approached by the applicant or a third party, advise them that they should make
representations in writing to the authority and direct them to or inform the officer
present.

x Don’t express opinions or views.

x Don’t enter a site which is subject to a proposal other than as part of an official site
visit, even in response to an invitation, as this may give the impression of bias unless:
- you feel it is essential for you to visit the site other than through attending the 
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official site visit, 
- you have first spoken to the Development Control Manager about your intention to do 

so and why (which will be recorded on the file) and 
- you can ensure you will comply with these good practice rules on site visits. 

8. Public Speaking at Meetings
x Don’t allow members of the public to communicate with you during the Committee’s

proceedings (orally or in writing) other than through the scheme for public speaking or
through the Chair, as this may give the appearance of bias.

x Do ensure that you comply with the Council’s procedures in respect of public speaking.

9. Officers
x Don’t put pressure on officers to put forward a particular recommendation. (This does not

prevent you from asking questions or submitting views to the [Development Control
Manager], which may be incorporated into any committee report).

x Do recognise that officers are part of a management structure and only discuss a
proposal, outside of any arranged meeting, with a Head of Service or those officers who
are authorised by their Head of Service to deal with the proposal at a Member level.

x Do recognise and respect that officers involved in the processing and determination of
planning matters must act in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct for
Officers and their professional codes of conduct, primarily the Royal Town Planning
Institute’s Code of Professional Conduct. As a result, planning officers’ views, opinions and
recommendations will be presented on the basis of their overriding obligation of
professional independence, which may on occasion be at odds with the views, opinions or
decisions of the Committee or its Members.

10. Decision Making
x Do ensure that, if you request a proposal to go before the Committee rather than be

determined through officer delegation, that your planning reasons are recorded and
repeated in the report to the Committee.

x Do come to meetings with an open mind and demonstrate that you are open-minded.

x Do comply with section 38 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and
make decisions in accordance with the Development Plan unless material considerations
indicate otherwise.

x Do come to your decision only after due consideration of all of the information reasonably
required upon which to base a decision. If you feel there is insufficient time to digest new
information or that there is simply insufficient information before you, request that further
information. If necessary, defer or refuse.

x Don’t vote or take part in the meeting’s discussion on a proposal unless you have
been present to hear the entire debate, including the officers’ introduction to the
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