
Thomas Cook was born in Melbourne, 
Derbyshire on 22 November 1808.  
He was apprenticed as a woodturner 
and cabinet maker, but moved to 
Loughborough in 1826 where he 
became a publisher and a printer.  

At the age of 20 he moved to 
Barrowden.  Here became an evangelist 
for the Village Missionary Service, 
based at the Baptist Chapel at the 
top of Chapel Lane.  From here he 
took his missionary work around 
the Leicestershire, Derbyshire and 
Nottingham areas. 

1808 - 1892

Barrowden’s most-famous resident 
who‘brought travel to the millions’

The population of the village at that time 
was about 500, of whom many were 
employed in farming.  One resident was 
Marianne Mason, the eldest daughter of 
William Henry Mason, a Maltster who 
lived at West Farm on Main Street.  

The Baptist Chapel, built in 1819, and where Cook 
was based.

West Farm, Main Street, built in 1742.
The home of Marianne Mason and where Cook lodged 

for a spell.

St Peter’s Church on Church Lane, where Cook was 
married.

Thomas Cook

Marianne was a school teacher at the 
Baptist Chapel and it was here in 1829 
that she met Thomas.

By 1831 the Missionary Service 
had insufficient funds to support 
Thomas’s work, so he moved to Market 
Harborough where he was able to put 
his woodworking skills to good use.

Long recognised as the ‘Founder of 
Modern Travel’, few others have made 
such a profound impression on the 
world.
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Despite the move away from 
Barrowden, the relationship between 
Thomas and Marianne remained strong, 
and on the 2 March 1833 the couple 
were married at St. Peter’s Church on 
Church Lane.

With Marrianne, Thomas returned to 
Market Harborough where in January 
1834 their first son, John Mason Cook, 
was born.  

John would play an important role in 
helping his father develop the Thomas 
Cook & Son travel business.

Thomas died in Leicester aged 83, his 
grave carrying the epitaph: ‘He brought 
travel to the millions’.   

In 1841, Thomas Cook arranged for the hire 
of a train for 485 passengers to travel from 
Leicester to Loughborough, for a Temperance 
Society gathering in Southfield’s Park. 

The Leicester Chronicle reported that 
huge crowds came to watch the train, with 
passengers travelling in ‘open tub-type carriages 
accompanied by a band and headed by district 
officers and flags’.  

Following that first train, Cook embarked on 
other commercial ventures.  These included 
trips to Stamford, the great houses at Burghley 
and Chatsworth, and many other destinations 
around the country, foremost of which was the 
Great Exhibition of 1851 in London. 

To supplement his growing business in 
Britain, he offered escorted tours in Europe, 
North Africa, North America and ultimately 
throughout the world.

Cook’s enterprise 
developed into 
one of the world’s 
leading leisure travel 
businesses with sales 
over £8.5 billion, 
customers in excess of 
22 million, and with 
24,000 employees in 
15 countries.

Successive owners introduced an airline, travel 
shops, cruises, foreign currency, and a one-stop 
on-line booking service.  Thomas Cook Group 
plc ceased trading in 2019, although several 
parts of the business continue to operate around 
the world under different ownership.

The Thomas Cook Archive is housed at the 
Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland Record 
Office.
 

The Rolls-Royce connection
One of the witnesses to the 
marriage of Thomas and 
Marianne was ‘H. Royce’. 

Henry William Royce (1803-
1857), born in Wing, was a 
miller in nearby Seaton.

Henry was the grandfather of 
Sir Frederick Henry Royce 
OBE (1863-1933) who, with 
Charles Rolls (1877-1910), 
formed the famous Rolls Royce 
Company in 1906. 
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