
THOMAS COOK IN BARROWDEN 

 

History 

Thomas Cook (1808-92), one of the first pioneers of packaged international 

tourism and founder of the iconic firm bearing his name (now sadly defunct), 

lived and worked in Barrowden between 1828 and 1832. In his role as a paid 

Baptist missionary he first came to the village to preach at its recently built Baptist 

chapel. He settled in the village and after the expiry of funding for his missionary 

work earned a living in his original trade as cabinet maker. The Sunday school 

teacher at the chapel was Marianne Mason (1808-84), who lived with her father 

Henry, a widowed farmer, and her five brothers at West Farm on Main Street. In 

March 1833, after Cook had moved to Market Harborough, he and Marianne were 

married in Barrowden by Rev Carey at St Peters Church, the chapel not being 

licensed for marriages. 

 

Commemoration 

There are at present medallions commemorating Cook at the chapel and at West 

Farm. However, these refer only to the 150th anniversary of Cook’s first 

organised trip in 1841 and do not explain his connection to the location concerned 

or to Barrowden in general. They are inconspicuously mounted and are now 

starting to fade and/or need repainting. 

It is proposed that they be supplemented or replaced with something like ‘blue 

plaques’, more visibly displayed and more informatively worded. A further such 

plaque could be installed at St Peters.  

In addition, a detailed display could be placed at or in the Village Hall or on the 

main green near the horseshoe sign. It could feature pictures of Cook, of the 

chapel and the farm, and of the couple’s wedding certificate. The new boundary 

stone might also make some reference to Cook. 

The owners of the chapel and West Farm would each be willing to at least 

contribute to the cost of plaques at their properties. 


