
Trees under control and responsibility of Barrowden PC 
 
 

Following a review of our overall risk register the issue of trees emerged as an important 
element and a decision was made by PC to commission a survey of the trees under our 
control. 
 
BPC chose to use Stuart Kidd from Rutland CC who is a tree expert. 
 
The report was undertaken on 16th May 2109. Some Barrowden Parish Councillors attended 
the initial part of the survey to get an understanding of the process and generic issues. 
 
The report covers 65 individual trees and 4 groups of trees. The level of risk for each tree 
was assessed and suggested remedial work proposed. This was linked to a risk assessment 
process that helps us to identify priorities. The process is called QTRA (Quantified Tree Risk 
Assessment). This does away with trees being regarded as “safe” or “unsafe” but assigns 
probabilities based on likelihood of failure and potential consequence. With trees a big 
factor in consequence is potential target e.g. over road, playground etc. 
In general, we should manage risk as a PC “as low as is reasonably practicable”, that is to say 
we balance cost and risk.   
 
 
A small team put together a proposed list of trees where the team felt that action was 
appropriate in the present timescale. This list is 16 trees. This included 3 trees where risk is 
identifies as yellow priority 2 but also trees with risk identified as of the order of 1 in a 
million events per year (v unlikely )but there are legal considerations where branches 
overhang roads and footpaths and the effect of continued growth means it is prudent to 
take action now. We do not want to be taking action after the event. 
 
Of the 16 trees identified for action one can be removed as it is a duplication identifying 
different issues on the same tree:  072Q Horse Chestnut 
 
Another of the trees is part of the Burghley Field adjacent to the Shop. The identified tree 
for action is 072E and is just inside the fence of the Burghley Field. We should remove this 
tree also from our work scope but notify Burleigh.  
 
The work scope proposed was bid out to local tree contractors and Hill Fort Tree Care Ltd 
was the lowest bidder and clarified that electrical isolation would not be necessary for work 
on tree 072J on Chestnut Green due it being an insulated cable and in a location that they 
could work with. 
 
It is recommended to accept the quote from Hill Fort Tree Care for £1200 (possibly slightly 
less if Burghley tree is removed from scope) which will cover 14 trees, mainly crown lifts 
with a few crown reductions. 
 
 
There is a budget this year for £500 and there is a contingency for trees held at £1500. 



 
With the bill for the survey at just under £500 and the tree work at £1200 we can retain 
some contingency and hopefully get a good basis for tree management in future years. 
Reinspection frequencies vary between 2 and 5 years. 
 
Having reviewed the report it is my understanding that by accepting Stuart Kidd’s 
recommendations and applying our own judgement in including trees with low risk of failure 
but potential legally required action as well as the few higher risk trees… we are managing 
our tree risks as low as is reasonably practicable. 
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